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ORIGIN,  &c.  OF  THE  CITY. 

ILboracum,  or  York,  the  metropolis  of  Eborafciria* 
or  Yorkfhire,  fituate  near  the  centre  of  the  ifland,  in  a 
rich  and  extenfive  valley,  on  the  confluence  of  the  rivers 
Oufe  and  Fofs,  derives  its  origin  from  very  early  ages. 
The  great  difficulties  attending  the  etymology  of  the 
name,  are  themfelves  a  proof  of  its  very  great  antiquity. 

Ebraucus,  the  fon  of  Mempricius,  the  third  king  from 
Brute,  built  a  city  north  of  Humber,  which,  from  his 
own  name,  he  called  Kaer-Ebrauc ;  that  is,  the  city  of 
Ebraucus.  In  the  Britifli  appellation  Kaer-Ebrauc,  we 
are  to  find  out  the  Roman  EBOR  ACUM.  <f  Some  learned 
men,”  fays  Sir  Thomas  Widdrington,  u  to  denote  it  fhort, 
wrote  e3  the  fecond  Latin  vowel,  with  an  apoftrophe;  the 
Italians,  by  inadvertency,  have  changed  it  into  o3  the  fourth* 
and  for  Eberacum  write  Eboracum  ?  for  which  reafon  C7- 
vitas  Ebrauci  is  now  called  Civitas  Eborauci 

The  firft  account  we  have,  that  can  be  relied  on,  is 
about  the  year  208,  when  the  Emperor  Severus,  attended 
by  his  two  fons  Caracalla  and  Geta,  arrived  in  Britain. 

He  made  York  his  chief  place  of  refidence,  and  died 
there. 


B 


6 


THE  YORK  GUIDE. 


It  was  in  this  emperor’s  days  that  York  {hone  in  its  full 
luflre  ;  for  the  prodigious  concourfe  of  tributary  kings, 
foreign  ambaffadors,  &c.  which  alrnoft  crowded  the  courts 
of  the  fovereigns  of  the  world,  when  the  Roman  empire 
was  in  its  prime,  mufi  have  brought  it  to  the  height  of  fub- 
lunary  grandeur. 

That  the  memory  of  this  emperor,  in  Britain,  might 
laft  as  long  as  the  world,  his  grateful  army,  with  infinite 
labour,  railed  three  large  hills,  one  in  honour  of  their  de~ 
ceafed  monarch,  and  the  other  two  for  his  furviving  fons, 
Caracalla  and  Geta. 

Thefe  hills  feem  to  have  been  raifed  from  a  flat  fuper- 
ficies,  and  the  place  whence  this  vail  quantity  of  earth 
was  dug,  is  now  a  fmall  village  at  the  foot  of  the  hills, 
called  Holegate.  The  exadt  menfuration  of  thefe  vene¬ 
rable  remains  of  Roman  grandeur,  as  to  altitude  and  dia¬ 
meter,  is  as  follows,  viz.  the  largeft  is  308  yards  in  diame¬ 
ter,  and  44  yards  one  foot  in  height  ;  the  fecond  is  210 
yards  in  diameter,  and  32  yards  in  height*,  and  the  lead: 
is  100  yards  in  diameter,  and  27  yards  in  height.  They 
are  fituated  about  a  mile  and  a  half  W.  of  the  city. 

Conftantine  the  Great,  who  is  believed  to  have  been 
born  in  York  about  272,  for  the  better  government  of 
his  vail  and  extenlive  dominions,  divided  the  whole  into 
four  prtefedlures,  viz.  Italy,  Gaul,  the  Bail,  and  Illyria, 
which  contained  under  them  fourteen  large  diocefes  or 
provinces.  Britain,  of  the  fourteen,  was  fubjedl  to  the 
prtefedl  of  Gaul-,  and  this  province  was  again  fubdivided 
by  the  emperor  into  three  parts,  or  principalities,  viz. 
Britannia  Pritna ,  or  the  country  fouth  of  the  Thames,  the 
capital  llation  probably  London;  Britannia  Secunda,  was 
Wales,  the  capital  perhaps  Ifca,  or  Ca'er-leon;  and  Max « 
ima>  or  FI  avia  Cafaften/is^  the  capital  city  moft  certainly 
York. 
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Though  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  we  fhould  meet 
with  fuch  noble  remains  of  high-roads  round  York  as  are 
yet  apparent  in  Italy,  neverthelefs  we  can  boafl  of  feveral 
remarkable  veftiges  in  this  kind  of  Roman  induftry, 
which  are  at  this  time  to  be  feen  in  our  neighbourhood; 
and  thefe  roads,  tending  all  from  different  fea-ports  and 
ftations,  and  pointing  diredfly  at  the  city  itfelf,  mull  have 
made  it  very  confiderable. 

About  500  years  from  Csefar’s  firft  attempt  on  this  ifland, 
400  from  the  conquefl  by  Claudius,  the  Romans  entirely 
evacuated  it  *,  when  the  Scots  and  PiTs  feized  on  all  the 
country  as  far  as  Pladrian’s  wall,  which,  without  refiflance, 
they  made  themfelves  matters  of.  It  was  not  long  before 
thefe  enemies  had  undermined  and  broken  down  the  ram¬ 
parts  the  Romans  had  built  for  their  defence ;  and  then 
they  rufhed  in  and  bore  down  all  before  them.  The  poor 
difpirited  Britons  were  flaughtered  without  mercy.  In 
this  dreadful  calamity  they  called  aloud  in  vain  on  their 
old  friends  to  help  and  fupport  them. 

The  Britons  finding  they  were  not  to  expend  any  fuc- 
cour  from  the  Romans,  called  in  the  Saxons  to  their  af- 
fiftance  ;  and  Hengift,  their  general,  upon  his  arrival  in 
Britain  with  his  army,  immediately  marched  againfl  the 
enemy ;  and  near  unto  York  a  bloody  battle  was  fought, 
wherein  the  Saxons  had  the  better,  flew  a  great  number  of 
the  Piets  and  Scots,  took  from  them  the  city  of  York, 
and  ail  the  country  on  this  fide  the  river  Tees.  The  blow 
was  fo  great,  that  had  the  Saxon  general  followed  it,  the 
war  would  quickly  have  been  at  an  end ;  but  this  leader 
of  auxiliary  troops  was  too  wife  and  politic  to  a£t  in  that 
manner  j  for,  not  willing  to  drive  the  Scots  and  Pidts 
quite  home  again,  which  was  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  at 
once,  he  chofe  rather  to  withdraw  his  army  to  the  city  of 
Y ork,  where  he  flaid  fome  time  to  refrefjr,  as  he  pre¬ 
tended,  his  wearied  troops. 
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The  Britons  fufpe&ing  the  Saxons’  defign  of  fettling: 
in  Britain,  fent  for  Aurelius  Ambrofius,  from  Armorica, 
to  defend  them,  who  defeated  the  Saxons  in  four  feveral 
battles.  Under  this  leader,  Hengift,  the  Saxon  general, 
met  his  fate,  being  (lain  at  Conifbrough  after  a  mod 
obdinate  and  bloody  engagement. 

In  521  the  Britifh  Arthur  gained  a  mod  dechive  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  Saxons  on  Badon-Hills,  (faid  to  be  our 
Black-a-moor)  where  90,000  of  the  enemy  were  flain,  and 
the  city  of  .York  delivered  up  to  him  as  foon  as  he  ap¬ 
proached  it.  In  this  year  that  great  monarch,  with  his 
clergy,  all  his  nobility  and  foldiers,  kept  Chridmas  here ; 
the  fird  fedival  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  Britain. 

Arthur,  after  all  his  conqueds,  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  fain  in  a  rebellion  of  his  fubjedls,  and  by  the  hand  of 
his  own  nephew.  After  whofe  death,  diflentions  ariling- 
among  the  Britifh  princes,  the  Saxons  fo  far  prevailed  as 
to  gain  an  entire  conqued  ever  all,  driving  the  miferable 
remains  of  the  Britons,  who  would  not  fubmit  to  their 
yoke,  to  feek  fhelter  in  the  Cambrian  mountains  *,  where 
their  poderity,  according  to  Welfh  hidory,  have  ever 
remained. 

Our  Saxon  conquerors  divided  the  territories  of  the 
plundered  Britons  into  feven  (hares,  which  fince  is  dyled 
the  heptarchy.— The  divifion  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
Northumbers,  which  is  more  immediately  our  concern, 
becaufe  its  capital  was  York,  contained  all  that  part  of 
the  ifland  from  the  Humber  mouth  to  St.  Johndon  in 
Scotland.— This  country  was  divided  by  Odla,  the  fon  of 
Hetigid,  into  two  parts,  Deira  and  Bernicia,  over  both 
'which  Ida  reigned,  a  lineal  defeendant  (according  to  the 
Saxon  genealogy)  from  their  famous  god  Woden.  Ida 
left  two  ions,  to  whom  he  divided  his  dominions,  and 
gave  Deira  to  Ella,  whofe  kingdom  took  in  all  from  the 
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Humber  to  the  Tyne;  and  Bernicia  to  Adda  his  other 
fon,  which  contained  all  northward  from  that  boundary. 

Of  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  Saxons,  this  of  Deira  was  of  ' 
the  fhorteil  continuance;  it  began  by  a  divifion  of  the 
whole  Northumbrian  diftridf  between  the  fons  of  Ida, 
and  was  again  united  under  Ofmin,  91  years  after  Ella. 

York  was,  at  this  period,  the  capital  of  Deira  only ;  but 
the  diltridf  was  large,  and  took  in  all  Yorklhire,  Lanca- 
fhire,  Durham,  Weltmoreland,  Cumberland,  and  fome 
part  of  Northumberland  at  firft  ;  though  iince,  the  coun¬ 
try  betwixt  the  German  ocean,  the  Humber,  and  the  river 
Derwent,  now  the  eaft-riding,  bore  that  appellation. 

In  the  year  1070  William  the  Conqueror  laid  fiege  to 
York,  when,  after  a  gallant  defence  of  about  fix  months, 
it  furrendered.  Earl  Waltheof,  the  governor,  had  ren¬ 
dered  the  fiege  fo  exceedingly  difficult,  that  William  de- 
fpaired  of  fubjedling  it,  until  he  drew  the  whole  force  of 
the  kingdom  againft  it,  beleaguering  the  city  quite  round, 
being  refolved  to  flarve  the  inhabitants  into  compliance. 

This  method  took,  and  famine  began  to  rage  fo  violently 
within  the  walls,  that  it  obliged  the  befieged  to  try  the 
vigor’s  clemency.  William  regarded  neither  oaths  nor 
promifes  to  obtain  his  objeft : — The  terms  of  capitulation 
were  as  honourable  as  poffible,  confidering  the  circum- 
flances  the  city  was  in.  However,  when  he  had  gained 
pofleffion,  notwithflanding  the  articles,  William  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  the  city  to  be  razed  to  the  ground,  and  at 
the  fame  time  put  to  death  all  the  principal  nobility  and 
gentry,  and  molt  of  the  other  inhabitants.  Nor  did  his 
malice  Hop  here,  but,  left  the  country  fhould  be  capable 
of  fupporting  the  city  in  this  dreadful  calamity,  he  laid 
wafte  all  the  land  between  York  and  Durham,  drove 
out  the  inhabitants,  and  made  the  whole  fo  defolate, 
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that  for  nine  years  after  neither  plough  nor  fpade  was  put 
into  the  ground. 

One  of  the  firft  parliaments  mentioned  in  hiflory  by 
that  name,  was  held  in  York,  about  the  year  1160,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  II.  At  this  convention  Malcolm  the 
Scotch  king  was  fummoned  to  appear,  to  anfwerto  fuch 
articles  as  were  to  be  alleged  againft  him  by  Henry.  The 
chief  article  was,  that  Malcolm,  when  he  attended  the 
Englilh  king,  in  his  wars  in  France,  betrayed  all  their 
councils  to  the  enemy.  The  Scotch  king  overthrew  the 
allegation,  but  he  could  not  prevent  the  fentence  paffing 
on  him,  which,  it  is  fuppofed,  was  the  reafon  of  his  being 
fummoned,  that  was,  to  lofe  all  the  lands  he  held  of 
Henry  in  England,  and  to  do  homage  alfo  for  his  king¬ 
dom  of  Scotland  for  hlmfelf  and  fuccefTors.  On  MalcolnFs 
doing  homage,  which  was  what  Henry  chiefly  aimed  at, 
he  relinquifhed  Northumberland  from  the  former  part  of 
the  fentence.  This  condefcenfion  of  their  king  the  Scotch 
nobility  highly  refented,  and,  at  his  return,  were  with 
great  difficulty  brought  to  forgive  him.  *  ■ 

In  the  fucceeding  reign  of  Richard  I.  anno  1 1 89,  and  at 
his  coronation,  an  accident  happened  of  lingular  concern 
to  our  city,  and  attended  with  fuch  confequences  as  hi- 
ftory  can  fcarce  parallel.— -The  Jews  were  firil  introduced 
into  England  by  William  the  Conqueror  5  a  tribe  of  thefe 
had  placed  themfelves  at  York,  where,  by  trade,  they 
were  grown  fo  immenfely  rich,  that  they  were  found  to 
be  worth  plundering  both  by  prince  and  people,  as  often 
as  they  could  form  an  excufe  for  the  purpofe.  The  fear 
they  conftantly  lived  under  made  them  take  all  opportu¬ 
nities,  by  rich  prefents,  to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the 
reigning  prince.  Richard  I.  was  as  zealous  a  Chriflian 
as  ever  fat  on  the  Englifh  throne,  and  as  bitter  an  enemy 
to  its  opponents.  Notwithftanding  which  the  Jews  were 
t  /  undifturbe4 
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undifturbed  -,  but  abhorring  their  religion,  he  ftrictly 
commanded  that,  at  his  coronation,  no  Jews  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  either  at  church  or  at  dinner.  Some  of  the  richeft 
and  principal  men  of  the  Jews  in  the  kingdom  were  fum- 
moned  from  all  parts  where  they  redded,  by  their  bre¬ 
thren  in  London,  to  come  up  to  the  coronation,  and  pre- 
fent  fome  very  rich  gift  to  the  new  king,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
cure  his  friendfhip  toward  them.  The  chief  of  the  Jews 
at  York  were  two  very  rich  and  wealthy  merchants  and 
very  great  ufurers,  called  Benedict  and  Jocenus,  or 
Joceus.  Thefe  went  to  London  with  a  pompous  re¬ 
tinue,  in  order  to  meet  their  brethren,  and  attend  the 
coronation.  Notwithftanding  the  king’s  injunction,  many 
of  the  Jews  had  the  curiofity  to  mix  with  the  crowd,  in 
order  to  fee  the  ceremony  *,  where  being  difcovered  by 
the  guards,  they  were  beat  and  abufed,  and  fome  few 
were  flain.  The  people  took  it  prefently  for  granted 
that  the  king  had  given  orders  they  fhould  all  be  deftroyed. 
Poffeffed  with  this  notion,  a  general  maflacre  began  in 
London,  where  the  Jews  were  murdered,  their  houfes 
plundered,  and  burnt  to  the  ground  with  their  wives  and 
children  in  them.  The  king  immediately  ordered  a  pro¬ 
clamation  to  flop  thefe  proceedings  on  the  fevered  penal¬ 
ties-,  notwithftanding  which,  the  example  of  the  metro¬ 
polis  was  followed  by  divers  ocher  places  in  the  realm,  as 
at  Norwich,  Lynn,  Stamford,  but  efpecially  at  Y ork. 
Benedict  and  Jocenus  having  had  the  curiofity  to  go 
among  the  reft  to  fee  the  ceremony,  Benedict  was  grie- 
voully  wounded  and  bruifed  in  the  conflict,  and  being 
dragged  into  a  church,  was  there  forced  to  renounce  Ju- 
daifm  and  be  baptifed.  The  next  day,  when  the  tumult 
had  ceafed,  he  was  brought  before  the  king,  who  de¬ 
manded  whether  he  was  a  Chriftian,  or  no  ?  Benedict  an- 
fweredj  that  he  had  been  forced  into  baptifm,  but  that 
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he  continued  a  Jew  in  his  heart,  and  ever  fhould  do  ;  that 
he  chofe  much  rather  to  fufFer  death  at  his  hands,  fmce 
the  fevere  ufage  he  had  undergone  the  day  before  informed 
him  that  he  could  not  long  furvive  it.  At  which  words 
he  was  reftored  to  the  Jews*,  but  the  miferable  man  foon 
after  expired. 

Jocenus,  his  companion,  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape 
the  fray  in  London;  but  at  York,  where  he  thought 
himfelf  the  fafeft,  he  met  with  a  much  worfe  fate  The 
king  foon  after  going  on  his  voyage  to  the  Holy  Land, 
had  left  orders  with  the  lord  chancellor  to  protect  the 
Jews,  and  punilh  feverely  all  that  fhould  offend  them. 
But  this  was  little  regarded  at  York,  for  a  confpiracy  was 
formed  againft  them  by  feveral  of  the  city  and  county. 

A  confiderable  part  of  the  city  took  fire  in  a  very  boifte- 
rous  night,  by  accident  as  was  faid,  but  it  was  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  perpetrated.  At  this  juncture  the  con- 
fpirators  broke  into  the  houfe  of  Benedict,  which,  being 
prodigioufly  ftrong,  his  wife,  children,  and  friends  had 
made  a  fandluary  of  it,  as  dreading  fome  commotion.  But 
this  being  overcome  by  engines  prepared  for  the  purpofe, 
they  entered  and  murdered  the  whole  family,  gutted  the 
houfe,  afterwards  Let  fire  to  it,  and  burnt  it  to  the 
ground.  An  alarm  of  this  kind  ftruck  all  the  Jews  at 
York  with  the  utmoil  terror,  but  Jocenus  efpecially 
dreaded  their  fury  fo  much,  that  he  got  leave  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  to  convey  all  his  vaft  bulk  of  wealth  into  the  caftle, 
as  if  it  had  belonged  to  the  king,  or  was  under  his  pro- 
tedlion.  In  a  very  few  days  thefe  banditti,  with  greater 
force  and  fury,  returned  and  attacked  the  houfe  of  Joce¬ 
nus  ;  which  underwent  the  fame  fate  as  the  former ;  ex¬ 
cept  that  the  Jew,  prefaging  the  evil,  had  withdrawn 
himfelf,  wife,  and  children,  into  the  caftle.  His  example 
was  followed  by  molt  of  the  Jews  in  the  city,  leaving  few 
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or  none  of  their  goods  behind  them.  The  robbers  being 
enraged  at  the  lofs  of  fo  much  plunder,  which  they  had 
already  devoured  in  their  minds,  threw  off  all  difguife  or 
any  fear  of  magiflrates  or  laws,  and  not  being  content 
with  the  deftrudlion  of  their  houfes,  flew  like  madmen 
on  fome  Jews  that  were  left  out  of  the  caffle,  and  either 
forced  them  to  be  baptifed  or  fuffer  immediate  death. 
Whilft  this  was  adfing  in  the  city,  the  multitude  of  Jews 
who  had  taken  fandtuary  in  the  caffle,  feemed  perfectly 
fecure  from  the  malice  of  their  enemies  :  but  it  happened 
that  the  governor  coming  out  of  the  caffle  upon  fome  bu- 
iinefs  of  his  own,  when  he  would  have  returned  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  Jews,  who  feared  left  in  this  time  he  might 
have  made  fome  agreement  with  their  enemies  to  deliver 
them  up.  The  governor  went  immediately  to  the  high- 
iheriff  of  the  county,  who  was  then  in  York,  and  told 
him  that  the  Jews,  under  pretence  of  begging  protection 
in  the  caffle,  had  fraudulently  fhut  him  out  of  it.  The 
liigh-fheriff  was  angry  to  the  laft  degree ;  and  being  ftill 
inflamed  by  thofe  near  him,  who  wifhed  the  Jews  no 
good,  faying  it  was  the  higheft  indignity  to  the  perfon 
of  the  king  himfelf  to  have  one  of  the  moft  confidera- 
ble  fortreffes  in  the  kingdom  feized  by  thefe  mifereants, 
he  inftantly  ordered  out  the  writ  of  pojfe  comitatus  to  raife 
the  country  to  befiege  the  caffle  ;  when  an  innumerable 
company  of  armed  men,  as  well  from  the  city  as  country, 
rofe  at  once  and  begirt  the  fortrefs  round.  When  the 
high-lheriff  faw  this  he  began  to  repent  of  his  too  liafty  or¬ 
der,  and  would  fain  have  recalled  his  writ;  but,  to  thofe 
incenfed  people,  whatever  he  could  fay  or  do,  by  autho¬ 
rity  or  reafon,  was  to  no  purpofe.  The  Jews,  being 
driven  to  great  diftrefs,  held  a  council  among  themfelves 
what  was  to  be  done ;  they  had  offered  a  mighty  fuin  of 
money  to  efcape  with  their  lives,  but  it  wasrejedted.  When 
•  -  a  certain 
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a  certain  rabbin,  or  do£bor  of  the  law,  who  was  come  from 
a  foreign  part  to  teach  and  indrudl  the  Jews,  flood  up 
amongd  them,  and  faid,  “  Men  of  Irael,  our  God,  whofe 
u  laws  I  have  preferibed  to  you,  commands  that  we  fhould 
“  at  any  time  die  for  our  law  ;  and  behold,  now  death 
<c  looks  us  in  the  face,  and  we  have  but  to  choofe  whether 
((  we  Ihould  lead  a  bafe  and  fcandalous  life,  or  take  the 
“  bed  method  to  come  at  a  gallant  and  glorious  death. 
u  If  we  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  at  their  own 
a  will  and  pleafure  we  mult  die  ;  but  our  Creator,  when 
he  gave  us  life,  did  alfo  enjoin  us  that  with  our  own 
“  hands,  and  of  our  own  accord,  we  fhould  devoutly  re- 
{tore  it  to  him  again,  rather  than  wait  on  the  cruelty 
<£  of  any  enemy.  This  many  of  our  brethren,  in  many 
5C  great  tribulations,  have  bravely  performed  ;  they  kne\y 
4C  how  to  do  it,  and  the  mod  decent  manner  of  execution 
64  is  pointed  out  to  us.”  Many  of  the  Jews  embraced  the 
dreadful  counfel  of  the  rabbin  5  but  the  red  thought  his 
advice  much  too  harfh,  and  would  not  confent.  The 
elder  perceiving  this,  faid,  “  Thofe  that  this  good  and 
*£  pious  courfe  difpleafes,  let  them  feparate  and  be  cut  off 
**  from  the  holy  congregation ",  we  for  the  fake  of  our 
u  paternal  law  defpife  the  love  of  tranfitory  life.” — - 
Several  withdrew  upon  this,  and  rather  chofe  to  try  the 
vidlor’s  clemency  than  follow  the  rabbin’s  advice.  Before 
they  began  to  execute  the  horrid  fentence,  the  elder  com¬ 
manded  that  all  the  rich  houfehold  goods,  duff,  and  gar¬ 
ments,  fhould  be  publicly  burnt ;  nay,  even  their  plate, 
V|hich  would  not  differ  by  the  fire,  was  by  an  artful  me¬ 
thod  drangely  damnified,  led  the  enemy  fhould  be  en¬ 
riched  by  their  fpoils.  This  done,  and  fire  put  to  all  the 
towers  of  the  cadle,  whild  their  companions  who  had 
chofen  life  looked  fullenly  on,  each  man  prepared  for  the 
daughter.  Being  told  by  their  elder  that  thofe  who  bore 
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the  fleadieft  minds  fhotild  firft  cut  the  throats  of  their 
wives  and  children,  the  celebrated  Jocenus  began  the 
execution  by  doing  that  barbarous  a£l  on  his  own  wife 
and  five  children.  The  example  was  fpeedily  followed 
by  the  reft  of  the  mailers  of  families  *,  and  afterwards  the 
rabbin  cut  the  throat  of  Jocenus  himfelf,  as  a  point  of  ho¬ 
nour  he  chofe  to  do  him  above  the  reft.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  the  fire  that  had  been  put  to  the  caftle  raged  greatly; 
which  thofe  poor  Jews  who  had  chofen  life  endeavoured 
as  much  as  poflible  to  quell.  At  day-break  the  befiegers 
thronged  as  ufual  to  a  {fault  the  fortrefs ;  when  the 
wretched  remains  of  the  maflacre  within  ftood  upon  the 
walls,  and  in  a  lamentable  manner  declared  the  horrid  ca- 
taftrophe  of  their  brethren  ;  they  threw  their  dead  bodies 
over  the  wall  to  convince  them  of  it ;  and  in  a  moving 
and  fupplicating  manner  begged  mercy,  with  an  aflurance 
of  all  of  them  turning  Chriftians.  But  the  heads  and 
ringleaders  of  thefe  mercilefs  blood-hounds,  of  whom  one 
Richard,  called  for  his  beftiaiity  Mala  Beftia,  was  the 
chief,  took  no  compaflion  on  their  fufterings.  However, 
feigning  a  concern,  the  Jews  let  them  into  the  caftle; 
which  was  no  fooner  done  than  they  flew  every  one  of 
the  poor  creatures,  who  to  the  laft  cried  out  for  baptifm. 
This  exploit  performed,  the  heroes  ran  ftrait  to  the  cathe¬ 
dral  church,  where  the  bonds  the  Chriftians  were  bound 
to  the  Jews  in  for  money  were  depofited,  and  violently 
broke  open  the  chefts,  took  and  burnt  all  the  writings  in 
the  midft  of  the  church,  and  thus  fet  themfelves  and 
many  more  free  from  their  ufury. 

1  This  maflacre  happened  at  York  on  the  nth  day  of 
March,  anno  1189-90.  There  were  about  500  men  took 
fandftuary  in  the  caftle,  befldes  women  and  children  ;  fo 
that  the  daughter  muft  have  been  very  confiderable  ;  and 
not  lefs  than  1000  or  1500  perfons  deftroyed. 
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In  1306  Edward  I.  removed  the  courts  of  juftice  from 
London  to  York :  After  continuing  here  feven  years, 
they  were  removed  back. 

In  1319  Edward  II.  fet  out  from  York  to  befiege  Ber¬ 
wick  ;  but  he  was  fcarcely  got  thither  when  Thomas  Ran¬ 
dolph,  earl  of  Murray,  the  Scotch  general,  pafied  the  ri¬ 
ver  Solway,  and  marched  another  way  into  England, 
where  he  wafted  all  with  fire  and  fword  till  he  came  to 
the  very  gates  of  York.  The  city,  however,  he  did  not 
attempt  to  befiege,  but  burnt  and  deftroyed  the  fuburbs  •, 
which  done,  he  marched  back  towards  his  own  country. 
The  archbifhop  of  York,  William  de  Melton,  a  reverend, 
grave,  old  divine,  but  a  young  foldier,  took  up  arms,  and 
afiembled  fuch  forces  as  he  could  raife,  compofed  of  cler¬ 
gymen,  monks,  canons,  and  other  fpiritual  men  of  the 
church,  with  a  confufed  heap  of  hufbandmen,  labourers, 
artificers,  and  tradefmen,  amounting  in  all  to  the  number 
of  10,000,  the  archbifhop  and  the  bifhop  of  Ely,  (lord  chan¬ 
cellor)  being  their  leaders.  Thisarmy  followed  the  Scotch, 
and  overtook  them  at  Myton-upon-Swale,  about  eleven 
miles  from  York.  The  Scotch  army  finding  themfelves 
purfued,  drew  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  river.  They  then 
fet  fire  to  fome  hay-ftacks  which  were  upon  the  place,  the 
fmoke  of  which  driving  with  a  brifk  wind  in  the  faces  of 
the  Englifh  as  they  paffed  the  river,  fo  blinded  them  that 
they  could  not  fee  the  enemy,  who  came  down  in  good 
order  upon  them,  and  without  any  great  refiftance  en¬ 
tirely  routed  them.  There  were  flain  and  drowned  of 
the  Englifh  above  2000,  fome  fay  4000 ;  the  reft,  with 
their  generals,  made  great  hafte  back  to  the  city.  In  this 
conflict  fell  Nicholas  Flemming,  then  mayor  of  York, 
who  had  headed  up  his  citizens  to  the  battle. 
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On  Trinity-Sunday,  anno  1327,  Edward  III.  gave  a  fo- 
lemn  and  magnificent  feaft  in  York,  to  a  company  of  Hain- 
aulters,  who  had  come  to  aflift  that  monarch  in  his  wars 
againft  the  Scots.  There  was  a  moft  fplendid  entertain¬ 
ment,  and  at  night  there  was  a  gallant  ball ;  but  while 
the  lords  and  ladies  were  in  the  midft  of  their  diverfion, 
a  hideous  noife  interrupted  them,  and  alarmed  the  whole 
court.  It  feems  the  fervants  and  pages  of  thefe  foreign 
auxiliaries  had,  by  their  infolence,  fo  exafperated  the 
minds  of  fome  Englifh  archers,  who  lodged  with  them  in 
the  fuburbs,  that  a  great  fray  began  among  them.  This 
difcord  continually  increafed,  new  abettors  fucceffively 
coming  in  on  each  fide,  till  near  3000  of  the  archers  be¬ 
ing  colletfted,  many  of  the  Hainaulters  were  flain,  and 
the  reft' flying,  were  fain  to  enter  their  lodgings,  and  for¬ 
tify  themfelves  as  well  as  they  could  againft  the  fury  of 
their  enemies.  Moft  of  their  commanders  were  at  court ; 
but  on  the  firft  noife  of  the  fray  they  haftened  to  their 
lodgings  to  defend  themfelves  and  their  people.  Some 
part  of  the  city  was  fired  in  the  difturbance,  many  of  the 
Hainaulters  were  flain,  and  more  hurt  *,  but  at  laft,  by  the 
authority  of  the  king,  the  archers  were  ftayed,  and  the  quar¬ 
rel  ceafed  for  that  time.  But  in  the  night  the  ftrangers, 
not  fo  much  thinking  of  fleep  as  revenge,  being  headed  by 
their  commanders,  arofe  privately,  and  joining  together 
fet  upon  the  archers  of  Lincolnfhire  and  Northampton- 
fhire,  and  flew  300  of  them.  In  the  morning  they  had 
certainly  paid  dear  for  this  defperate  adlion,  for  a  body  of 
6000  Englilh  foldiers  had  combined  together  to  kill  them 
every  man,  either  within  doors  or  without,  as  they  came 
at  them;  but  the  king  took  care  to  protedf  the  foreigners 
by  fetting  ftrong  guards  about  their  lodgings,  and  dif- 
plaeing  the  archers  from  their  former  quarters. — In  this 
fray  80  J.dncolnfhire  men  were  flain,  who  lie  buried  under 
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one  (lone  in  the  churchyard  of  the  now-demolifhed  church 
of  St.  Clement’s,  in  Fofsgate- 

Antio  13 89.  Richard  II.  came  to  York,  in  order  to  ac¬ 
commodate  fome  differences  which  had  arifen  betwixt 
the  archbifhop,  the  dean,  and  chapter,  and  the  mayor  and 
commonalty  of  the  city.  The  affair  was  of  great  confe- 
quence,  but  the  king,  by  his  excellent  management,  per¬ 
fectly  fettled  it,  and  was  fo  favourable  to  the  citizens  as 
to  grant  them  almoft  all  they  defired  of  him.  It  was  at 
this  time  (fay  our  records)  king  Richard  took  his  fword 
from  his  fide,  and  gave  it  to  be  borne  before  William  de 
Selby,  as  nrft  lord  mayor  of  York. 

The  courts  of  King’s  Bench  and  Chancery  were  re¬ 
moved  from  London  to  York,  anno  1392,  at  the  mitigation 
of  Thomas  Arundel,  then  archbifhop  of  York,  and  lord- 
chancellor  of  England.  This  was  defigned  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  city,  but  they  remained  here  only  from  Midfum- 
mer  to  Chriftmas,  and  then  returned.  In  this  year  king 
Richard  prefented  the  firft  mace  to  the  city,  to  be  borne 
before  the  lord  mayor  thereof:  And  in  1396,  in  the  19th 
year  of  his  reign,  he  appointed  two  fheriffs  inftead  of  three 
bailiffs,  and  made  it  a  county  of  itfelf ;  which  with  feve- 
ral  privileges  and  large  immunities  recited  in  the  charter 
granted  by  this  king  to  the  city  and  citizens  of  York,  prove 
that  he  paid  an  extraordinary  regard  to  it. 

In  the  tower  of  London  is  lodged  a  grant  from  Ed¬ 
ward  IV.  to  this  city,  in  indemnification  for  the  damages 
it  had  fuflained  during  the  dreadful  wars  of  York  and 
Lancafter.  The  patent  is  dated  at  York,  June  10,  anno 
reg.  4,  1464,  and  expreffes  the  king’s  great  concern  for 
the  fufferings  and  hardfhips  the  city  had  undergone  during 
thefe  wars,  infomuch  as  to  be  almoft  reduced  to  poverty 
by  them.  In  confideration  of  which  he  not  only  relin¬ 
quishes  the  ufual  farm  of  the  city,  but  affigns  them  an 

annual 


THE  YORK  GUIDE.  19 

annual  rent  of  40I.  to  be  paid  them  out  of  his  cuftoms  in 
the  port  of  Hull,  for  twelve  years  to  come. 

Richard  III.  came  to  York  in  the  year  1483,  where 
he  was  received  with  great  honour.  He  was  crowned 
for  the  fecond  time  with  great  folemnity  in  the  cathedral 
on  the  8th  day  of  September.  Before  he  left  York,  in 
gratitude  for  the  loyalty  and  attachment  which  had  been 
(hewn  him,  he  made  a  moft  royal  gift  to  the  city;  of 
which  we  find  this  imperfeft  memorial : 

y 

Memorandum, — ££  That  the  xviith  day  of  the  month 
<e  of  September,  in  the  firft  vere  of  the  reign  of  king  Ri- 
<(  chard  the  Third,  John  Newton  then  being  mair  of  the 
“  cite  of  York,  our  faid  fovereign  lord  the  king,  of  his 
<£  moft  fpecial  gude  grace,  remembering  the  gude  fervice 

££  that  the  cite  hath  don  to  his  gude  grace . made 

“  to  defray  and  fitt  in  the  yorney  made  to  Edenburgh  and 

cc . to  London  to  the  coronation  of  his  gude 

££  grace ;  callid  afore  his  gude  grace  the  faid  day  to  the 
££  chapter-houfe  of  the  catedral  church  of  S.  Peter  in 
<£  York,  the  faid  mair,  his  bredyr  the  aldermen,  and  mong 
££  other  the  commons  of  the  faid  cite,  and  then  and  there 
“  our  faid  fovereign  lord  openly  reherfed  the  faid  fervice 
££  to  his  gude  grace  don,  and  alfo  the  dekay  and  the  great 
££  poverty  of  the  faid  cite,  of  his  moft  fpecial  gude  grace 
££  without  any  petition  or  alking  of  any  thing  by  the  faid 
££  mair  or  any  odyr,  our  faid  fovereign  lord  only  of  his 
a  abundant  grace  moft  gracioufly  and  habundantly  granted 
££  and  gave  in  relief  of  the  faid  cite  in  efyng  of  the  tolls, 
fi£  murage,  butcher-pennys,  and  fkait-gild  of  the  faid  cite 
££  yerely  xxiii  1.  xi  s.  id.  for  evyr;  that  is  to  fay,  for  the 
£<  murage  xx/.  and  therefidue  to  the  fheriffs;  fo  that  from 
*£  thence  forward  it  {hold  be  lefuli  to  every  perfon  com- 

ing  to  the  faid  cite  with  their  guds  and  cattell,  and  them 
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€<  freely  to  fell  in  the  fame  without  anything  gratifying 
“  .  , .  .  or  paying  for  toll  or  murage  of  any  of  the  faid 

u  guds ;  and  his  grace . mod  gracioufy  granted  to  the 

t(  mair  and  commonality  of  the  faid  cite  yerely  xl  d.  forever,'- 
(i  to  the  behoof  of  the  commonality  and  chamber  of  the  faid 
a  cite;  and  yerely  to  the  mair  for  the  tyme  being,  as  his 
“  chief  ferjeant  at  ayrms,  xii  d.  of  the  day,  that  is  to  fay, 
c<  by  the  yere  xviii  1.  vi  s.*” 

From  this  period  no  occurrence  worthy  notice  happened 
until  the  27th  of  Henry  VIXI.  when  the  fuppreffion  of 
monafteries  and  the  innovations  in  religion  caufed  feverad 
commotions  in  England,  efpecially  in  the  northern  parts. 
Among  the  reft,  was  one  headed  by  feveral  people  of  high 
rank.  Thefe  men,  at  the  head  of  40,000  priefts,  peafants, 
and  labourers,  declared  by  their  proclamation,  folemnly 
made,  “  That  this  their  rifmg  and  commotion  fhould  ex- 
(i  tend  no  farther,  than  only  to  the  maintenance  and  de- 
ft  fence  of  the  faith  of  Chrift,  and  deliverance  of 
6(  Holy  Church,  fore  decayed  and  opprefled ;  and  alfo 
66  for  the  furtherance  as  well  of  private  as  public  matters 
u  in  the  realm,  in  regard  of  the  welfare  of  the  king’s  poor 
((  fubjedls.” 

This 

*  To  give  the  reader  a  better  notion  of  the  value  of  thefe  royal  gifts, 
take  this  computus  from  the  Cbronicon  Pretlofum  of  Bifhop  Fleetwood,  of 
what  price  corn  bore  in  the  fouth  of  England,  in  14.63,  juft  twenty  years 
before  this. 


'no  1463,  at  London, 

s. 

d. 

At  Norfolk  the  fame 

year. 

Wheat  per  quarter 

2 

0 

Wheat  - — -  1 

8 

Barley  —  — 

1 

10 

Barley  -■■■■—  ■■  ■  1 

0 

Peas  —  — 

3 

4 

Malt  — - — —  1 

8 

Oats  ■ —  — 

1 

2 

Oats  (Mr.  Stowe)  i 

0 

So  that  the  value  of  one  fhilling,  even  in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars, 
bought  one  quarter  of  barley  or  oats,  which  makes  the  donation  very  ccn- 
fiderable. 
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This  infurredlion  was  flyled,  by  the  ringleaders  of  it* 

The  Pilgrimage  of  Grace  and  under  that  fpecious  pre¬ 
tence  they  kept  together  fome  time,  and  committed  feveral 
outrages.  The  king  fent  an  army  againlt  them,  with  a 
proclamation  for  a'  general  pardon,  which  had  the  good 
effedt  to  difperfe  the  crowd,  and  the  leaders  of  the  re- 
volters  were  taken ;  nroft  of  whom,  with  the  abbots  of 
Fountains,  Jervaulx,  and  Rivaulx,  with  the  prior  of  Brid¬ 
lington,  were  executed  at  Tyburn. 

The  king  intending  the  fuppreffion  of  the  greater  mo- 
nafteries,  which  he  effedled  in  the  31ft  of  his  reign,  raifed 
a  prefident  and  council  at  York,  and  gave  them  two  fe¬ 
veral  powers  and  authorities,  under  one  great  feal,  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  &c.  within  the  counties  of  York, 
Durham,  Northumberland,  Weftmoreland,  and  Cumber¬ 
land,  the  city  of  York,  and  county  of  the  fame,  the  city 
of  Carlifle,  the  town  and  county  of  Kingfton-upon- 
Hull,  Newcfcflle-upon-Tyne,  and  Berwick-upon-Tweed. 
This  court  was  continued  till  the  troublefome  times  of 
Charles  I. 

On  Saturday  the  16th  of  April,  1603,  James  I.  arrived 
at  York,  in  his  firfl  progrefs  from  Edinburgh  to  London; 
where  he  flayed  till  Monday. — The  king  feemed  to  be 
fo  much  pleafed  with  the  duty  and  attention  paid  him  by 
the  lord  mayor  and  citizens,  that  at  dinner  with  them  he 
expreffed  himfelf  much  in  favour  of  the  city;  feemed  con¬ 
cerned  that  the  river  was  in  fo  bad  a  condition ;  and  faid, 
(<  It  fhould  be  made  more  navigable,  and  that  he  himfelf 
66  would  come  and  be  a  burgefs  among  them.” 

In  1604,  no  lefs  than  3512  perfons  died  of  the  plague 
in  York ;  the  markets  were  all  cried  down  ;  the  lord  pre- 
fidenPs  courts  adjourned  to  Ripon  and  Durham,  and  many 
of  the  inhabitants  left  their  houfes;  the  infedled  were 
fent  to  the  moors  near  the  city,  where  booths  were  eredled 
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for  them  of  boards;  and  the  Minfter  and  Minfter-yard 
were  clofe  {hut  up. 

Charles  I.  in  a  journey  to  Scotland,  vifited  York 
May  24,  1633.  He  was  met  on  Tadcafter-bridge  by  the 
fheriffs  with  a  grand  train  of  attendants,  who  condudled 
him  into  the  city.  On  the  25th,  the  king  dined  with  the 
lord  mayor,  William  Allenfon,  at  his  houfe  in  the  Pave¬ 
ment,  and  knighted  him  and  William  Belt,  then  recorder  : 
The  next  day  he  dined  with  the  archbilhop,  and  knighted 
his  fon ;  and  on  the  27th,  took  coach  at  the  Manor  for 
Scotland. 

The  Scots  rebelling,  the  king  came  again  down  to  York* 
March  30,  1639,  on  an  expedition  againft  them,  accom¬ 
panied  by  mod  of  the  nobility  and  general  officers  of  the 
kingdom.  He  was  met  by  the  (heriffs  at  Tadcafter,  and 
conducted  by  them  to  Micklegate-bar,  where  he  was  met 
by  the  lord  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  &c.  On  the  Sun¬ 
day  after  his  arrival,  he  held  a  council  in  the  Manor  on  the 
Scotch  affairs ;  and  as  this  was  the  chief  place  of  rendez¬ 
vous  for  the  army  that  was  to  march  againft  the  rebels, 
the  king’s  time  was  principally  taken  up  with  reviewing 
the  troops  which  were  quartered  in  the  city  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  country  towns. 

After  ftaying  near  a  month  in  York,  his  majefty  fet  off, 
with  his  nobility  and  all  his  army,  towards  Scotland.  At 
his  approach  the  Scots  fubmitted,  laid  down  their  arms, 
and  fwore  obedience  to  their  fovereign.  But  the  very 
next  year  (1640),  when  the  king  had  diibanded  his  forces, 
and  thought  all  quiet,  the  Scots,  under  the  command  of 
Alexander  Leflie,  earl  of  Leven,  and  the  marquis  of  Mon- 
trofe,  invaded  England  in  defiance  of  the  moft  folemn 
engagements.  To  put  a  ftop  to  this  invafion,  his  majefty 
fet  out  from  London,  accompanied  by  the  marquis  of  Ha¬ 
milton  and  the  duke  of  Lenox,  and  in  three  days  arrived 
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in  York.  The  king,  after  keeping  his  court  in  the  city 
five  months,  left  York,  and  creeled  the  royal  flandard  at 
Nottingham. 

In  March,  1642,  during  the  parliamentary  troubles,  the 
queen  arrived  in  York  from  Helveotfiuys,  with  a  large 
quantity  of  artillery  for  the  fafeguard  of  the  city,  and  in 
June,  1643,  fhe  fet  forward  under  a  llrong  efcort  to  his 
majefty. 

In  the  following  year  the  parliamentary  forces,  under 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  laid  fiege  to  York  :  But  having  ad¬ 
vice  that  prince  Rupert,  with  a  large  army  wras  approach¬ 
ing,  he  raifed  the  fiege,  and  encamped  .on  a  large  moor 
about  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  city,  called  Marfton 
Moor,  where  he  waited  the  coming  of  the  enemy.  On 
July  2,  the  armies  met,  and  after  a  long  and  bloody  en¬ 
gagement  the  royaljfts  were  entirely  routed.  After  this 
victory  the  parliamentary  forces  once  more  laid  fiege  to 
York,  which  after  a  defence  of  eighteen  weeks  furrendered 
on  the  mod  honourable  terms. 

In  1.663,  an  infurre&ion  broke  out  in  Yorkfnire,  the 
leaders  of  which  were  all  conventicle  preachers  and  the 
old  parliament’s  foldiers.  Their  pretences  were,  to  redeem 
themfelves  from  the  excife  and  all  fubfidies  ;  to  re-dlablifib 
a  gofpel  magiftracy  and  miniftry ;  to  reflore  the  long  par¬ 
liament  ;  and  to  reform  all  orders  and  degrees  of  men, 
efpecially  the  lawyers  and  clergy.  In  order  to  this  they 
printed  .a  declaration,  beginning  thus,  u  If  there  be  any 
sc  city,  town,  or  country  in  the  three  nations  that  will 
il  begin  this  righteous  and  glorious  work,”  &c.  Accord¬ 
ingly  a  great  number  of  men  afiembled  in  arms  at  Farnley- 
“Wood,  near  Otley,  in  this  county.  But  the  time  and 
place  of  rendezvous  being  known,  a  body  of  regular  troops 
and  fome  of  the  county  militia,  were  fent  againll  them, 
who  feized  upon  feveral,  and  prevented  the  execution  of 
:their  defign.  A  commiffion  v/as  fent  down  to  York  in  the 
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depth  of  winter  to  try  the  leaders :  twenty-one  of  whom 
were  condemned  and  executed,  eighteen  at  York,  and  three 
in  Leeds.  Four  of  their  heads  were  fet  upon  Micklegate- 
bar,  three  at  Bootham-bar,  one  at  Walmgate-bar,  and 
over  the  Caftle-gates.  Two  of  them  were  likewife  quar¬ 
tered,  and  their  quarters  fet  upon  the  feveral  gates  of  the 
city. 

After  this  we  find  nothing  material  until  the  rebellion 
in  1745,  when  a  fubfcription  of  2435I.  wasraifed  in  York, 
and  220I.  in  the  amity,  with  which  four  companies  of  men, 
confilting  of  feventy  each,  uniformly  clothed,  were  em« 
bodied  for  the  fafeguard  of  the  city. 

Of  the  great  number  of  rebels  tried  and  convidted  at 
York,  no  more  than  22  were  executed.  The  heads  of 
two  of  them  were  fixed  on  Micklegate-bar,  whence  they 
were  llolen  in  the  night  of  the  28th  of  January,  1754. 

The  new  regulations  of  the  militia-laws  in  the  year 
1757,  being  elteemed  by  the  lower  clafs  of  people  an  a£l; 
of  oppreffion,  in  compelling  them  to  contribute  equally 
with  the  rich,  many  yeomen,  farmers,  and  others  of  the 
eaft-riding  became  riotous,  and  endeavoured  by  force  to 
oppofe  its  being  carried  into  execution  ;  for  this  purpofe, 
a  very  numerous  body,  armed  with  guns,  fcythes,  and 
clubs,  went  to  Birdfall,  the  feat  of  Henry  Willoughby, 
Efq.  then  high-fherifF of  the  county,  and  demanded  a  re¬ 
peal  of  the  militia-adl.  But,  after  feveral  hours  parley, 
in  which  the  high-lherifF  behaved  with  the  utmoft  refolu- 
tion,  they  were  prevailed  on  to  depart  peaceably,  having 
firfi:  extorted  a  prcmife  from  him  to  write  to  lord  Irwin, 
lord-lieutenant  of  the  riding,  and  that  his  lordlhip’s  an- 
fwer  Ihould  be  difperfed  amonglt  them.  In  the  north¬ 
riding  the  riot  was  much  more  furious;  for  on  the  15th 
of  September,  being  the  day  appointed  for  the  deputy- 
lieutenants  of  the  wapentake  of  Bulmer  to  meet  at  the 
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tockpit-houfe  without  Bootham-bar,  where  the  chief  con¬ 
ftables  had  orders  to  attend  to  give  in  their  lifts  of  perfons 
qualified  to  ferve  in  the  militia,  great  numbers  of  farmers 
and  country  people  affembled  at  York,  in  order  to  feize 
on  fuch  conftables  as  were  carrying  in  their  lifts  *,  fome  of 
which  they  got,  but  not  meeting  the  whole,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded,  in  a  large  body,  armed  with  clubs  and  other  un¬ 
lawful  weapons,  fome  on  horfeback,  others  on  foot,  thro* 
Monk-bar  to  the  cockpit-houfe  without  Bootham-bar, 
where,  not  meeting  with  the  deputy-lieutenants  as  was  ex¬ 
pended,  they  forced  the  lifts  from  fuch  conftables  as  were 
in  attendance  ;  and,  after  drinking  all  the  liquors  in  the 
houfe,  they  gutted  and  pulled  it  down.  They  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Mr.  Bowes’s  houfe  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 

1  ' 

ftreet,  which  they  alfo  gutted  and  deftroyed;  and  threat¬ 
ened  to  do  the  fame  to  the  houfes  of  feveral  other  perfons, 
whom  they  looked  upon  as  promoters  or  favourers  of  the 
militia-a£t.  The  lord-mayor  and  high-fheriff  of  the  county 
being  informed  of  thefe  violent  proceedings,  went  in  per- 
fon  amongft  the  rioters,  and  ufed  all  pofhble  arguments 
to  convince  them  how  wrong  it  was  to  attempt  relieving 
themfelves  from  any  thing  they  thought  a  grievance,  by 
fuch  unlawful  methods';  and  allured  them  that  they  would 
ufe  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  remove  any  juft  occa¬ 
sion  of  complaint;  upon  which  they  difperfed*  At  the 
following  affizes  feveral  of  the  rioters  were  tried  and  ac¬ 
quitted,  except  one  George  Thurloe,  who  was  capitally 
convicted,  and  received  fentence  of  death,  but  was  after¬ 
wards  tranfported  for  life. 

In  July,  1761,  his  royal  highnefs  Edward  duke  of  York 
paffed  through  York  on  his  way  to  Scarborough:  And  in 
Auguft  following  he  returned,  when  the  freedom  of  the 
city  was  prefented  to  him  in  a  gold  box  of  one  hundred 

1 
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guineas  value.  His  royal  higlmefs  again  vifited  York  lit 
the  Augufi  race-week,  1 7 66. 

Augufi  31,  17 6$  his  Danifh  majefly  arrived  in  York, 
about  four  o’clock,  attended  by  many  of  his  nobles  and  a 
grand  retinue,  In  the  evening  the  lord-mayor,  recorder 
city-cottnfel,  aldermen,  and  fheriffs,  in  their  formalities, 
waited  on  his  majefly  to  compliment  him  on  his  arrival, 
and  to  defire  that  he  would  honour  them  at  a  ball  and 
collation  the  next  evening.  He  received  them  all  very 
gracioufly,  but  excufed  himfelf  from  accepting  of  their 
invitation,-  as  he  propofed  leaving  York  next  morning  ; 
which  he  accordingly  di'd.  After  having  viewed  the  Min- 
Her  and  the  affembly-rOoms,  he  returned  to  London  by 
the  route  of  Leeds  and  Manchefler. 

On  Monday,  Augufi  28,  1789,  their  royal  highneffes 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  York  arrived  on  the 
race-ground,  where  they  were  received  with  the  loudeft 
acclamations ;  and  on  Tuefday  the  corporation  waited  on 
them,  and  prefented  the  prince  with  the  freedom  of  the 
city  in  a  gold  box-  of  one  hundred  guineas  value On 
Thurfday  the  Prince  of  Wales  honoured  the  lord-mayor 
with  his  company  at  dinner  in  the  manfion-houfe,  where 
he  was  entertained  in  the  highefl  flyle  of  fplendor.  In 
the  evening  his  royal  highnefs  ordered  a  performance  at 
the  theatre,  which  he  attended.  His  royal  brother,  being 
incapacitated  by  ilinefs,  could  not  partake  of  any  of  the 
amufements  during  the  whole  of  his  flay.— On  Monday 
following  their  royal  highneffes  fet  off  fouthward.  The 
prince  dined  at  Byram  with  Sir  John  Ramfden,  and  then 
proceeded  to  Wentworth-houfe,  the  feat  of  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam,  where  he  arrived  in  the  evening.  The  Duke  of 

York 

*  His  royal  highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  had  the  freedom  of  the  city  In- 
a  gold  box  in  1787,  when  he  was  vifiting  an  eflate  in  the  neighbour-’ 
hood  of  York. 
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Tork  being  (till  indifpofed,  continued  his'route  for  Lon¬ 
don.  On  Wednefday  his  lordfhip,  in  honour  of  his  royal 
vifitor,  gave  the  moft  fplendid  and  magnificent  entertain¬ 
ment  ever  known  in  this  part  of  England. 

I11  1795,  his  royal  highnefs  Prince  William  of  Glou- 
celter  honoured  York  with  his  prefence,  where  he  refuted 
about  two  months.  During  his  flay  he  reviewed  the 
York  volunteer  corps  and  the.  other  regiments  in  the  city. 

His  royal  highnefs  alfo  vifited  Hull,  Scarborough,  Whitby, 

’  * 

Leeds,  and  Ripon,  where  he  reviewed  the  regiments 
and  volunteer  corps  lying  at  thefe  places.  The  pleafing 
condefcenfion  and  polite  affability  of  the  prince  did  not 
fail  to  procure  him  the  warmed  efieem  of  all  deferiptions 
of  people  in  Yolk.  On  his  leaving  the  city,  his  royal 
highnefs  was  pleafed  to  exprefshis  high  fenfe  of  the  polite 
attentions  he  received  during  his  refidence  there. 

Though  foreign  to  our  plan,  we  cannot  avoid  giving 
the  following  amiable  trait  of  the  prince’s  charadler : 

In  his  vifit  to  Ripon,  when  viewing  the  minder,  his 
royal  highnefs  was  particularly  accofted  by  a  young  wo-* 
man  :  he  offered  her  his  purfe,  which  fhe  refufed:  he  then 
defired  her  to  take  out  what  money  the  pleafed  *,  her  mo- 
defly  was  fuch  that  (lie  only  took  a  guinea.  The  prince,  on 

inquiry  concerning  her,  found  that  fire  was  then  but  in 

*  ( 

low  circumflances,  and  deranged  in  her  mind,  on  which 
Le  ordered  a  chaife,  and  fent  her  to  the  York  Lunatic 
Afylum,  giving  directions  to  the  governors  for  her  to  be 
taken  proper  care  of. 

Having  given  a  fnort  hiftory  of  the  principal  events 
that  have  taken  place  in  York,  from  the  earlieft  period  to 
the  prefent  time,  we  (hall  next  proceed  to  defer ibe  the 
places  worthy  a  firanger’s  attention.  We  may  with  fafety 
prefume  to  fay  there  are  very  few  towns  which  can  boafe 
fuch  monuments  of  antiquity  as  York. 
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The  firfl  object  that  attradls  the  notice  of  a  ftrangery 
©n  his  entering  the  city,  is 


THE  CATHEDRAL. 


About  the  year  625,  when  Edwin  the  Great  was  con^ 
verted  to  Chriftianity  by  Paulinas,  archbifliop  of  York, 
a  little  oratory  of  wood  was  eredled,  to  ferve  for  the  fo~ 
iemnization  of  divine  fervice  until  a  more  fuitable  one 
was  finifhed.  By  the  archbifhop’s  directions  the  king 
began  to  creek  a  magnificent  fabric  of  ftone  in  the  place 
where  the  other  flood.  The  building  went  on  very  faft, 
but  fcarcely  were  the  walls  eredled,  when  the  royal  foum* 
der  wasflain  in  a  battle  with  Cad  walk),  king  of  Wales, 
at  Hethfieid,  now  called  Hatfield  Chace,  in  Yorkfhirei 
the  prelate  was  forced  to  fly  the  country",  and  the  fabric 
left  in  the  naked  condition  it  had  juft  arrived  to. 

In  this  manner  the  church  lay  negledled  fome  time, 
until  Ofwald,  a  fuccefibr  of  Edwin’s,  about  the  year  632, 
undertook  to  finiih  what  was  fo  worthily  begun,  and  lived 
to  complete  it.  But  fcarcely  was  it  brought  to  this  per- 
fedlion,  when  Ofwald  was  flain  in  a  battle  by  Penda,  the 
Pagan  king  of  Mercia,  and  the  new-eredled  ftruCture  well 
nigh  demolifhed.  In  this  ruinous  condition  Wilfrid  found 
it,  on  his  being  made  archbifliop  of  this  province  in  the 
year  669.  This  prelate  immediately  fet  about,  with  the 
utmoft  vigour,  to  repair  the  damages  the  church  had  fuf- 
fered.  He  repaired  the  walls,  laid  on  the  roof,  took 
care  to  cover  all  with  lead,  and  glazed  the  windows. 
After  this  the  church  flood  and  flourifhed,  under  the  Pie¬ 
ce  Eve  beneficence  of  its  fpiritual  governors,  for  near  400 
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years;  in  which  time  feveral  additions  and  reparations 
mud  have  been  made  to  it,  but  what  or  how,  hiftory  is  fi- 
lent  in,  except  the  library  bellowed  on  it  by  archbifhop 
Egbert :  this  extraordinary  donation  became  the  rich  fur¬ 
niture  of  our  church  about  the  year  740. 

During  the  Danifh  invalions,  which  were  carried  on 
with  fire  and  fword  quite  through  the  kingdom,  our  city, 
and  confequently  the  cathedral,  mull  have  lhared  the  fame 
fate,  tho’  no  account  appears  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  latter 
till  the  year  1069;  when  the  Northumbrians,  aided  by 
the  Danes,  feeking  to  throw  off  the  conqueror’s  tyranni¬ 
cal  yoke,  the  garrifons  in  the  callles,  fearing  left  the 
houfes  in  the  fuburbs  Ihould  ferve  the  enemy  to  fill  up  the 
motes  and  ditches,  fet  fire  to  them  *,  which  fpreading,  by 
an  accidental  wind,  farther  than  it  was  intended,  burnt 
down  great  part  of  the  city,  and  with  it  the  cathedral  fell 
in  almoft  one  common  ruin.  The  ancient  fabric  thus 
deftroyed  and  laid  in  allies,  the  canons  of  the  church  were 
expelled  from  their  ftalls,  and  the  revenues  of  it  feized 
into  the  conqueror’s  hands;  but,  after  fome  time,  having 
made  Thomas,  his  chaplain  and  treafurer,  archbilhop  of 
the  province,  he  reftored  the  temporalities  to  him ;  and  this 
prelate  took  pofleftion  of  his  church  and  diocefe  in  the 
year  1070,  at  a  time  when  both  were  made  defolate  and 
near  totally  deftroyed.  Thomas,  however,  fet  himfelf 
heartily  to  work  to  reftore  them  to  their  former  fplendor. 
The  church  he  rebuilt  much  larger  and  nobler  than  it  was 
before,  recalled  the  banilhed  ecclefiaftics,  filled  the  vacan¬ 
cies,  and  in  ftiort  eftabliftied,  in  every  particular,  the  fabric  * 
in  as  good,  or  better  condition  than  ever. 

Once  more  raifed  to  grandeur,  the  church  continued  111 
great  profperity,  till  the  year  1137,  when  a  cafual  fire 
began  in  the  city,  which  burnt  down  the  cathedral  again, 
and,  along  with  it,  St.  .Mary’s  Abbey,  and  39  parifh- 
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churches.  It  iay  in  afhes  all  the  time  of  archbiihop  Henry 
Murdac  and  St.  William,  until  Roger,  archbiftiop,  anno 
1 17  ij  began  to  rebuild  the  choir,  with  its  vaults,  and  lived 
to  perfect  them.  Afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
Walter  Grey,  Roger’s  fuccefibr,  added  the  fouth  part  of 
the  crofs-aifle  of  the  church.  * 

About  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  anno 
1269,  John  le  Romain,  treafurer  of  the  church,  began 
and  finifhed  the  north  tranfept,  as  alfo  a  handfome  fteeple 
in  the  midft.  His  fon  (the  archbiftiop)  proved  yet  a 
greater  benefadtor,  for  hiftorv  informs  us  that,  April  7, 
1191,  the  foundation  of  the  nave  of  this  great  church  of 
St.  Peter  was  laid  from  the  weft  end  eaftward. 

William  de  Melton,  archbiihop,  was  the  next  founder, 
anno  1320 \  who  getting  together  good  workmen,  carried 
on  the  building  his  predeceffor  had  begun,  and  finiihed 
the  weft  end  with  the  fteeples,  as  it  now  remains. 

Archbiftiop  John  Thorelby  took  down  the  choir  that 
had  been  built  by  archbiihop  Roger,  and  laid  the  fir  ft 
Irons  of  the  prefent  choir  in  the  year  1361.  He  contri¬ 
buted  16701.  to  the  work,  and  finiihed  it  about  the  year 

Walter  Skirlaw,  prebendary  of  Fenton,  archdeacon  of 
the  eaft-riding,  and  afterwards  bifhop  of  the  two  fees  of 
Lichfield  and  Durham,  begun  the  prefent  fteeple  in  1370, 
and  was  feven  or  eight  years  in  finiftiing  it. 

Having  now  built  our  church,  it  will  be  necefiary  to 
take  a  furvey  of  it.  The  whole  pile  is  in  the  form  of  a 
crofs,  extending  from  eaft  to  weft.  The  following  are 


the  exadt  dimenfions. 

Feeto 

The  whole  lengh,  befides  the  buttrefles,  is  52 4J 

Breadth  of  the  eaft  end  —  —  105 

Breadth  of  the  weft  end  — .  —  109 

Length  of  the  crofs  aide  from  north  to  fouth  222 


Height 
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jj  - 

Height  of  the  Ianthorn  fteeple  to  the  vault  — . 

Height  of  it  to  the  top  of  the  leads  — 

Height  of  the  body  of  the  church  —  — 

Breadth  of  the  fide  aides,  north  and  fouth  — « 

Height  of  the  fide  arches,  north  and  fouth 

From  the  weft  end  to  the  choir  door  — - 

Length  of  the  choir,  from  the  fteps  afcending  to  7 

the  door  to  the  prefent  altar-table  3 

Breadth  of  the  choir  -  - - - 

* 

From  the  choir-door  to  the  eaft  end  — 

Height  of  the  eaft  window  — .  - 

The  breadth  of  it  - -  — 

Height  of  the  chapter-houfe  to  the  canopy 

The  diameter  of  it  - — —  ■-  . 

Length  of  the  library  — —  - — - 

The  breadth  of  it  -  - 

Length  of  the  treafury  -  - 

The  breadth  of  it  -  - 

Length  of  the  inner  veftry  - -  — 

The  breadth  of  it  - —  __ 

Length  of  the  veftry  - - — . 

The  breadth  of  it  — —  _ 


Height  of  the  partition-wall  near  the  organ,  which  7 
divides  the  choir  from  the  church  3 


Fed . 
i88 

213 

99 

18 

42 

261 

*57* 

222 

75 

3^ 

67 

63 

34 

22j 

3° 

20^ 

30 

23 

44* 

24  ' 


THE  CHAPTER-HOUSE. 

TO  begin  with  the  outbuildings,  we  muft  firft  enter 
upon  a  defcription  of  the  chapter-houfe,  which  diftlainsto 
allow  an  equal,  in  Gothic  architecture,  in  the  univerfe. 
There  is  fome  difficulty  to  afcertain  the  time  of  ereCting 
this  magnificent  ftruCture,  the  remaining  records  of  the 
church  bearing  no  account  thereof.  But  by  the  ftyle  of 
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archite&ure  of  which  it  is  compofed,  it  looks  to  be  as  a tiA 
cient  as  any  part  of  the  church,  and  exa&ly  correfponds, 
in  tafle,  to  that  part  of  the  fabric  begun  and  finiflied  by 
Walter  Grey.  And,  indeed,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to 
guefs  at  the  founder,  that  prelate  Hands  the  faireft  for  it. 
The  pillars  which  furround  the  dome  are  of  the  fame  kind  of 
marble  as  thofe  which  fupport  his  tomb  :  but  what  feems 
to  put  the  matter  out  of  difpute,  is  the  picture  of  an  arch- 
bilhop,  betwixt  thofe  of  a  king  and  a  queen,  over  the  en¬ 
trance  j  which,  by  having  a  ferpent  under  his  feet,  into 
the  mouth  of  which  his  crolier  enters,  exadfly  corresponds 
with  the  like  reprefentation  of  Walter  Grey  on  his  monu- 
ment. 

The  whole  pile  of  this  building  is  an  odfcagon  of  fixty- 
three  feet  diameter  ;  the  height  of  it,  to  the  middle  knot 
of  the  roof,  is  fixty-feven  feet  ten  inches,  unfupported  by 
any  pillar,  and  entirely  dependent  upon  one  pin,  or  plug, 
geometrically  placed  in  the  centre.  The  outfide,  however, 
is  Hrongly  fuppotted  by  eight  buttreffies.  The  whole  roof 
has  been  richly  painted  with  the  effigies  of  kings,  princes, 
&c.  and  large  lilver  knots  of  carved  wood  at  the  uniting 
of  the  timbers  ;  all  which  are  now  much  defaced  and  ful« 
lied  by  time.  Over  this  is  a  fpire  of  timber-work,  co¬ 
vered  with  lead,  excellent  in  its  kind. 

The  entrance  from  the  church  to  this  noble  room  is  in 
the  form  of  a  mafon’s  fquare.  Againft  the  pillar,  be¬ 
twixt  the  two  doors,  Hands  an  image  of  Hone  of  the  Vir¬ 
gin,  with  our  Saviour  in  her  arms,  trampling  011  the  fer¬ 
pent.  The  image,  with  the  drapery,  is  fomewhat  elegant, 
and  has  been  all  richly  gilt ;  but  it  bears  a  mark  of  thofe 
times  which  made  even  Hone  Hatues  feel  their  malice.*— 
On  entering  the  houfe,  the  firft  things  that  are  obferved 
are  the  canons’  feats,  placed  quite  round  the  dome,  which 
are  all  arched  over,  every  arch  being  fupported  by  fmall 
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marble  pillars,  which  are  fet  at  a  due  diftance  round,  and 
feparate  the  {balls-  Over  thefe  arches,  which  are  built 
like  canopies,  runs  a  gallery  about  the  houfe,  exquifitely 
carved,  and  has  been  fo  richly  gilt  and  painted,  as  to  be 
above  defcription.  The  chapiters  or  capitals  of  thefe 
fmall  marble  pillars  have  fuch  a  variety  of  carved  fancies  on 
them,  alluding  in  fome  places  to  the  ridicule  the  regular 
clergy  were  always  fond  of  exprefling  againfl  the  feculars; 
in  others  to  hiftory,  with  ftrange  conceits  of  the  over- 
witty  workmen  of  the  age,  that  it  is  impoftible  to  which 
flail  to  give  the  preference. 

The  eight  fquares  of  the  octagon  have  each  a  noble 
light  window  in  them,  adorned  with  coats  of  arms,  pen- 
nances,  and  other  devices,  except  one  fquare,  which  is 
joined  to  the  other  building  over  the  entrance  ;  and  this 
has  been  painted  with  the  reprefentations  of  faints,  kings, 
bifhops,  &c.  The  three  figures  in  the  midft,  we  take  to 
be  Archbifhop  Walter  Grey,  (landing  between  Henry  III. 
and  his  queen.  At  the  bafe  of  this  fquare  were  placed 
the  images  of  the  twelve  apoflles,  with  that  of  the  Virgin 
and  the  child  Je-fus  in  the  midft  of  them.  Tradition  af- 
fures  us,  that  thefe  images  were  all  of  folid  filver  double 
gilt  *,  the  apoflles  were  about  a  foot  high,  but  that  of  the 
Virgin  muft  have  been  near  two  feet,  as  appears  by  the 
marks  where  they  flood. 

The  limits  of  this  publication  will  not  permit  us  to  en¬ 
ter  upon  a  defcription  of  the  imagery  and  arms,  in  beau¬ 
tiful  painted  glafs,  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  England, 

t  ' 

who  were  originally  contributors  to  the  charge  of  erect¬ 
ing  this  part  of  the  cathedral,  and  which  are  ftill  preferved 
in  the  windows  of  this  place* 

*  /  •  ■;  *  a 
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THE  VESTRY 

Joins  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church ;  it  has  a  council-* 
room  and  treafury  contiguous  to  it.  In  this  laft  were 
kept  all  the  rents,  revenues,  grants,  and  charters,  with  the 
common  feal  belonging  to  the  church  j  and  had  a  parti¬ 
cular  officer  to  infpedl  and  take  care  of  them. 

The  council-room,  or  inner  veftry,  where  his  grace  of 
York  robes  himfelf  when  he  comes  to  his  cathedral,  is  a 
convenient  place,  rendered  warm  and  commodious  for  the 
clergy  to  adjourn  to  from  the  chapter-houfe  in  cold  wea- 
ther.  In  it  is  a  large  prefs,  where  are  kept  thofe  acts  and 
and  regifters  of  the  church,  which  they  want  moreimme- 
mediately  to  confult  on  thefe  occafions. 

In  the  wall  of  the  fouth  comer  of  the  veftry-room  is  a 
well  of  excellent  water,  called  St.  Peter's  Well.  Oppofite 
Is  a  great  cheft,  of  a  triangular  figure,  ftrongly  bound 
with  iron  bars  ;  which  by  its  fhape,  muff  have  once  ferved 
to  lay  the  copes  and  priefts’  veftments  in.  Along  the 
north  fide  are  feveral  large  cupboards  in  the  wall,  in 
which  formerly  were  locked  up  the  church's  plate,  and 
other  valuable  things,  but  at  prefent  they  are  only  enriched 
with  the  following  curiofities  :  A  canopy  of  ftate,  of  gold 
tiffue,  and  two  frrtail  coronets  of  filver  gilt,  which  were 
given  by  the  city  for  the  honour  of  king  James  I.  at  his 
coming  out  of  Scotland  to  this  place,  in  his  progrefs 
to  London  ■,  and  the  famous  horn,  if  we  may  fo  call  it, 
made  of  an  elephant’s  tooth,  which  is  indeed  the  grcateft 
antiquity  the  church  can  exhibit. 

This  horn  Mr.  Camden  particularly  mentions  as  a  mark 
of  a  ftrange  way  of  endowment  formerly  ufed  ;  and  from 
an  old  book,  as  he  terms  it,  gives  us  this  quotation  about 
it — u  IJiphus,  the  fon  of  Toraldus,  governed  the  weft 
64  part  of  Beira,  and  by  reafon  of  a  difference  like  to  hap- 
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G;  pen  betwixt  his  eldefl  fon  and  his  youngefl,  about  his 
Ci  lordfhips  when  he  was  dead,  prefendy  took  this  courfe 
4C  to  make  them  equal  *,  without  delay  he  went  to  York, 
and  taking  the  horn,  wherein  he  was  wont  to  drink, 
with  him,  he  filled  it  with  wine,  and  kneeling  on  his 
u  knees  before  the  altar,  bellowed  upon  God  and  the 
<{  blefled  St.  Peter  all  his  lands  tenements,”  &c. 

The  church  of  York  ought  to  pay  a  high  veneration  to  * 
this  horn,  feveral  lands  belonging  to  it  being  {fill  called  de 
Terra  Ulphi ;  and  before  the  Reformation  it  was  hand- 
fomely  adorned  with  gold,  and  was  pendant  in  a  chain 
of  the  fame  metal.  Thefe  ornaments  were  the  occafion 
of  its  being  taken  away  at  that  time  j  for  it  is  plain  by  Mr. 
Camden’s  words,  that  the  horn  was  not  there  in  his  days  : 

P  I  was  informed,”  fays  he,  (( that  this  great  curiofity  was 
kept  in  the  church  till  the  laft  age.”  We  are  not  there¬ 
fore  to  blftme  the  civil  wars  for  this  piece  of  pillage  ;  for 
a  principal  adlor  in  them,  Thomas  Lord  Fairfax,  was  the 
occafion  of  its  being  pveferved  and  reftored  to  the  church. 
Where  it  had  lain,  or  where  he  got  it,  is  uncertain ;  but, 
flripped  of  its  golden  ornaments,  it  was  returned  by- 
Henry  Lord  Fairfax,  his  fucceffor.  The  chapter  thought 
fit  to  decorate  it  a-new,  and  to  bellow  the  following  in° 
feription  to  the  memory  of  the  reflorer  upon  it 

v  "  /  A 

/ 

CORNU  HOC,  VLPHIS,  IN  OCCIDENTALI  PARTE 

PEIRiE  PRINCEPS,  VNA  CVM  OMN1BVS  TERRIS 
ET  REDDITIBVS  SVIS  OLLM  DONAVIT. 

% 

AMISSVM  VEL  AREPTUM 

HENRICVS  DOM.  FAIRFAX  DEMVM  RESTITVIT. 

DEC.  ET  CAPIT.  DE  NOVO  ORNAVIT 
A.  D.  M.DC.LXXV. 

There  is  alfo  a  large,  rich,  and  fuperb  pafloral  flaff  of 
plver,  about  feven  feet  in  length,  with  a  virgin  and  a 

young 
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young  Saviour  in  her  arms  placed  within  the  bend  of  it  $ 
under  which,  on  one  fide,  are  engraven  the  arms  of  Ka- 
therine  of  Portugal,  queen-dowager  of  England,  who 
gave  this  ftafF  to  one  Smith,  her  confefifor,  nominated  to 
be  the  Fopifh  archbifhop  of  York  by  James  II.  in  the  year 
1687.  On  the  other  fide  are  Smith’s  family  coat  of  arms, 
with  a  mitre  and  crofier,  and  a  cardinal’s  cap  over  them  5 
fo  confident  was  this  man  in  his  expectations  of  being 
raifed  to  that  dignity;  which,  however,  he  was  fo  far 
from  attaining,  that  within  a  little  time  this  magnificent 
enfign  of  his  paftoral  office  was  wrefted  from  him  by  a 
party  headed  by  the  earl  of  Danby,  afterwards  duke  of 
Leeds,  when  he  was  marching  in  a  folemn  proceffion 
from  the  public  Romiffi  chapel  in  the  manor,  near  St. 
Mary’s  abbey,  to  the  cathedral  of  York;  where  his  in¬ 
fluence,  at  that  time  had  fo  far  prevailed  as  to  have  the 
great  weft  doors  opened  to  receive  him.  This  ftafF  was 
afterwards  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  dean  and  chap¬ 
ter. 

In  taking  up  the  old  pavement  in  1736,  the  following 
rings  were  found,  which  are  (till  kept  in  the  veftry,  and 
ihewn  by  the  vergers  among  the  other  curiofities,  viz. 
Archbifhop  Sewall’s,  who  died  anno  1258,  a  plain  ruby 
fet  in  gold.— Archbifhop  Greenfield’s,  who  died  anno 
1315,  a  plain  ruby  fet  in  gold. — Archbifhop  Bowet’s, 
who  died  anno  1423,  a  compofition  fet  in  gold,  with  this 
motto,  ((  Hannon  et  Joy .” — Archbifhop  Neville’s,  who  died 
anno  14763  a  fapphire  fet  in  gold. — Archbifhop  Lee’s,  who 
died  anno  1544,  glafs  fet  in  copper  gilt. 

The  place  which  is  now  called  the  veftry  was  not  an¬ 
ciently  fuch,  but  a  chapel  begun  by  archbifhop  Zouch ; 
who,  we  are  told,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  chapel,  about 
the  year  1350,  in  which  he  intended  to  have  been  buried; 
but,  dying  before  it  was  finifhed,  he  was  interred  elfe- 
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where.  This  chapel  is  faitl  to  have  been  ereiled  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  church  :  At  the  new  ereifing  of  the 
choir  it  was  taken  down,  but  rebuilt  at  the  charge  of 
Archbifhop  Zouch’s  executors. 

THE  LIBRARY 

IS  a  building  adjoining  to  the  church  on  the  fouth  fide, 
being  a  chamber  of  an  oblong  fqUare  over  another  room 
now  made  ufe  of  for  the  fmging-fchool.  Moll  of  the  vo¬ 
lumes  were  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Matthews,  the  reliil  of  Toby 
Matthews,  archbifhop,  whofe  fon,  Sir  Toby,  having  been 
dihnherited  by  his  father,  was  probably  the  reafon  that 
the  mother  beftowed  her  hufband’s  books,  to  the  number 
of  3000  volumes,  on  the  church. 

Thomas,  the  fir  ft  archbifhop  of  this  fee  of  that  name, 
amongft  his  other  great  benefactions  to  this  church,  is  faid 
to  have  replenifhed  the  library,  juft  then  deftroyed,  with 
good  and  ufeful  books.  But  thefe  a'ifo  underwent  the 
fame  fate  with  the  fabric,  being  both  confumed  in  the  fire 
which  happened  in  the  city  anno  1137,  in  the  reign  of 
Stephen.  We  cannot  find  after  this,  that  the  church  was 
remarkable  for  a  colleilion  of  books,  till  the  great  gift  of 
Mrs.  Matthews  once  more  gave  it  the  name  of  a  library. 

The  books  are  methodically  digefted  into  claffes,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  various  learning  they  treat  of,  and  a  cata¬ 
logue  made  of  them.  This  was  done  by  the  care  of  Dr. 
Comber,  then  precentor  of  the  church.  They  have  fmee 
been  augmented  ;  and  lately,  by  the  bequeft  of  Dean 
Pinch,  have  received  the  addition  of  the  u  Boeder  a -Angli- 
cana ,”  in  17  tomes,  and  other  fcarce  books.  The  library  is 
chiefly  remarkable  for  feveral  valuable  trails  in  divinity 
and  hiftory  *,  fome  manuferipts,  amongft  which  is  a 
u  Bully  de  Inventions,  ad  Herrenium  ”  very  per  foil,  and  in 
a  moft  neat  character;  bibles  and  pfalters;  the  original 
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regifter  of  St.  Mary’s  Abbey  at  York.  But  the  mafru- 
fcripts  that  are  moft  valuable,  to  this  library  efpecially, 
are  Mr.  Torre’s  painful  colleftions,  from  the  original  re¬ 
cords,  of  all  the  ecclefiaftical  affairs  relating  to  this  church 
and  diocefe.  The  fine  colledlion  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr. 
Marmaduke  Fothergill  was  alfo  lately  added  to  this  library; 

fo  that  it  now  contains  a  body  of  manufcripts,  particularly 

\ 

in  the  Englifh  ritual  and  liturgical  way,  equal  to  moft  li¬ 
braries  in  the  kingdom. 

Having  defcribed  the  out-buildings  more  immediately 
belonging  to  the  church,  we  fhall  proceed  to  take  an  ex¬ 
ternal  view  of  the  fabric. 

The  front,  or  weft  end,  confifts  of  two  uniform  fteeples, 
running  up  to  the  fetting  on  of  their  fquare  tops,  in  ten 
feveral  contractions,  all  cloiftered  for  imagery.  Indeed 
this  part  of  the  church  has  loft  much  of  its  beauty,  by 
being  robbed  of  a  vaft  number  of  curious  ftatues  which 

and  niches  of  which  look 
bare  without  them  ;  but  ftill  it  carries  a  grandmir  inex- 
preffible.  On  the  top  of  the  great  doors  fits  the  figure  of 
Archbifhop  William  de  Melton,  principal  founder  of  this 
part  of  the  church;  but  the  image  is  much  abufed.  Below, 
and  on  each  fide  of  the  double  doors,  are  the  ftatues  of 
Robert  le  Vavafour  and  Robert  de  Percy;  the  former  of 
whom  gave  the  ufe  of  his  quarry  at  Tadcafter,  for  the’ 
mafonry,-  and  the  other  his  wood  at  Bolton  for  the  roofing 
of  the  building. 

In  the  arch  over  the  gate  is  the  ftory  of  Adam  and  Eve 
in  Paradife,  with  their  expulfion,  in  fine  tracery-work. 
This  gate  confifts  of  double  doois,  which  are  feldom  opened 
but  at  funerals,  or  for  the  reception  of  an  archbilhop  in 
folemn  proceffion  for  inftaliation.  At  the  bafts  of  each  of 
the  towers  are  two  fmalier  doors,  daily  open  for  entrance 
into  the  church  at  this  end  of  the  fabric. 


once  adorned  it,  the  pedeftals 
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Ill  the  fouth  tower  formerly  hung  a  ring  of  twelve  bells, 
which  the  prefent  worthy  dean.  Dr.  Fountayne,  in  1765, 
took  down,  and  exchanged  for  a  new  fet  of  ten  bells, 
which  are  allowed  to  be  as  complete  a  peal  as  any  in  the 
kingdom. 

In  taking  a  view  of  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church,  we 
firft  ooferve  fix  tall  pinnacles,  which  have  been  raifed  as 
well  for  buttreftes  to  the  upper  building  of  the  nave,  as 
ornaments;  though  now  all  the  articles  which  joined  them 
are  taken  away,  we  fuppofe,  not  being  thought  of  any 
fervice.  Towards  the  top  of  each  of  thefe  pinnacles  are 
cells  for  images,  which  are  yet  handing  in  them.  The 
four  to  the  weft  we  take  to  be  the  reprefentations  of  the 
four  evangelifts ;  the  next,  Chrift  with  the  pafchal  lamb ; 
and  the  laft,  an  archbifliop  ;  probably,  from  his  juvenile 
look,  the  peculiar  faint  of  this  church,  St.  William. 

The  fouth  entrance  is  afcended  to  by  feveral  courfes  of 
fteps;  and  tradition  allures  us,  there  was  once  as  great  an 
afcent  to  the  weft  door:  If  fo,  the  ground  has  been  much 
raifed  at  that  end,  the  foil  being  now  level  with  the  pave¬ 
ment  of  the  church.  However,  this  might  happen  from 
the  vaft  quantity  of  chippings  of  ftone,  which  not  only 
ferved  to  level  this  part,  but  was  alfo  ufed  to  raife  the 
foundations  of  all  the  houfes  on  that  fide,  as  the  ground, 
when  dug  into,  fufficiently  teftifies,  it  being  near  two 
yards  deep  before  the  natural  foil  can  be  come  at.  Over 
this  entrance  formerly  hung  the  bell  for  calling  to  prayers, 
but  in  the  time  of  Dean  Finch,  it  was  removed  to  the  top 
of  the  lanthorn  fteeple.  A  little  fpiral  turret,  called  the 
fiddler’s  turret,  from  the  image  of  a  fiddler  on  the  top  of 
it,  was  taken  many  years  ago  from  another  part  of  the 
building,  and  placed  on  the  fummit  of  this  end,  which 
has  added  much  to  its  decoration.  Over  the  doors,  by  the 
care  or  the  fame  dean,  was  alfo  placed  a  handfome  dial, 
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both  horary  and  folar,  below  which  two  images  ufed  to 
flrike  the  quarters  on  two  fmall  bells,  till  the  chimes  were 
taken  down  in  1752,  and  the  new  clock  put  up.  * 

Eaftward  is  prefehted  to  the  view,  the  fine  additional 
building  eredted  by  Archbifhop  Thorefby,  being  ail  the 
choir-end  of  the  cathedral.  It  is  eafily  difcernible,  by 
the  outfide,  that  this  part  is  much  newer,  as  well  as  of  a 
nobler  Gothic  tafte,  than  the  weft  end.  At  the  top  of 

the  fineft  window  in  the  world,  fits  the  archbifhop,  mitred 

'  %  , 

and  robed,  in  his  archiepifcopal  chair,  having  in  his  left 
hand  the  reprefentation  of  a  church,  and  feeming  to  point 
to  the  window  with  his  left.  At  the  bafis  of  this  noble 
light  are  the  heads  of  the  twelve  apoftles,  with  our  Sa¬ 
viour  in  the  middle.  At  the  fouth  corner  is  the  head  of  a 
king  crowned,  defigned,  no  doubt,  for  Edward  III.  in 
whofe  time  this  itrudlure  was^eredfedj  and  at  the  north 
a  mitred  bifhop  projects,  which  can  reprefent  none  like¬ 
lier  than  the  founder.  On  each  fide  of  this  end  alfo  ftand 
the  ftatues  of  Percy  and  Vavafour  armed,  their  fhields  of 
arms  hanging  by  them. 

The  next  part  of  the  fabric  we  raife  our  eyes  to,  is 
the  grand  tower,  or  lanthorn-fteeple,  fo  called,  we  prefume, 
from  its  refemblance  to  that  luminary.  It  is  a  fquare 
building,  fupported  on  the  infide  by  four  large  maffy  pil¬ 
lars  of  ftone,  which  make  four  arches.  On  the  fouth- 
weft  angle  is  now  placed  a  cupola  for  the  prayer-bell  to 
hang  in,  but  this  ftrudlure  is  really  a  deformity,  being  of 
a  different  order  from  the  reft  of  the  church,  and  only 
taking  up  one  corner  of  the  fquare ;  however,  by  the 
advantage  ot  this  fituation,  the  found  of  the  bell  may  be 
heard  fome  miles  from  the  city.  The  motto  upon  it,  in 
the  follow' rig  diftich,  alludes  to  its  ringing  early  in  the 
morning  for  prayers,  viz.  at  fix  o’clock  in  fummer  and 
feven  in  winter 
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1 1  Sur.ge  cito ,  prep  era,  cuvffcs  chat ,  exchat  kora ^ 

“  Cwr  dormhf  Vlgila ,  w;e  refonante  leva.  Call  in  1592.” 

<{  Rife  quickly,  hade,  ’tis  time  to  flfr  for  ally 
“  Why  fleepeft  thou  ?  Awake  when  I  do  call.” 

In  the  year  1 666,  by  order  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham., 
a  turret  of  wood  was  erected  on  this  deeple,  covered  with 
lead  and  glazed.  This  was  to  ferve  as  a  beacon  to  alarm 
the  country  in  cafe  the  Dutch  or  French,  with  both  whom 
-this  country  was  then  at  war,  fhould  attempt  to  land  on 
our  coads. 

In  1753  the  two  chapels  next  the  clock  were  fitted  up 
for  early  prayers,  after  a  difufe  of  near  half  a  century.  In 
that  neared  the  clock,  the  dean  and  chapter’s  court  is  alfo 
held. 


THE  CHOIR, 

Or  that  part  of  the  church  which  is  dedicated  to  divine 
fervice,  is  feparated  from  the  red  of  the  building  by  a 
thick  partition-wall  y  the  front  of  which  is  adorned  with 
various  mouldings  of  curious  workmanfhip  in  done  ; 
among  the  red  is  a  row  of  the  effigies  of  our  kings  from 
the  conqued  to  Henry  VI.  whofe  ftatue  was  taken  down 
by  the  orders  of  the  archbifhop  then  in  being,  in  compli¬ 
ment  to  his  enemy  and  fucceffior  Edward  IV.  The  cell 
remained  empty  till  the  reign  of  James  I.  at  whofe  fir d 
Qoming  to  York,  the  dean  and  chapter  filled  it  with  his 
figure.  It  is  obfervable  that  his  name  is  put  underneath, 
cs  jacobus  Primus ,  Rex  AngP  we  fuppofe  in  didindtion 
to  the  Sixth  of  Scotland,  as  it  was  otherwife  improper  to 
dyle  him  Find  of  England. 

In  the  midd  of  this  fereen  is  placed  the  door  into  the 
choir,  which,  together  with  the  paffiige,  is  wrought  with 
curious  mouldings  and  carvings.  On  the  centre  of  the 
roof  is  a  very  neat  piece  of  imagery  of  the  Virgin,  with 
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her  arms  acrofs  her  bread,  and  adored  by  three  little  an¬ 
gels.  The  door  itfelf  was  formerly  wood-work,  but  of 
late  years  a  handfome  iron  one  was  given,  painted  and 
gilded,  by  Mrs.  Mary  Wadesford.  The  two  fide  aides 
have  alfo  each  of  them  a  handfome  door  of  iron-work, 
placed  there  at  the  foie  charge  of  the  late  Dean  Finch. 

The  organ  is  now  placed  over  the  choir-door,  where  it 
anciently  flood :  I3y  order  of  Charles  I.  it  was  removed 
and  placed  oppofite  the  archbifhop’s  throne ;  his  majefly 
giving  for  reafon,  that  it  fpoiled  the  bed  profpedl  in  the 
world,  of  the  fine  ead  window  from  the  body  of  the 
church  •,  it  v/as  brought  back  in  the  year  1 768,  Archbifhop 
Lamplugh  and  the  Earl  of  Stafford  contributing  to  the 
charge  of  it.  The  organ  has  lately  been  much  improved ; 
and  in  the  year  1754,  t^ie  fronts  of  the  flails  at  the  wed 
end  of  the  choir  were  raifed  and  decorated  in  a  tade  con¬ 
formable  to  the  red  of  the  building. 

The  choir  is  dill  adorned  with  its  ancient  wood-work, 
carved  and  fet  up  with  cluders  of  knotted  pinnacles  of 
different  heights,  in  which  are  a  great  number  of  fmall 
cells,  which  have  had  images  of  wood  in  them  for  greater 
decoration.  Under  thefe  are  the  flails  for  the  canons,  & c. 
beginning  with  the  dean's  dall  on  the  right  hand,  and  the 
precentor’s  on  the  left,  each  being  affigned  to  a  particular 
dignitary  by  a  written  label  over  it. 

The  eagle  of  brafs,  from  which  the  leffons  are  read, 
bears  this  infcription  : 

THO.  CRACROFT,  S.  T.  P. 

AQUILAM  HANC,  EX  iERE  CONFLATUM 
IN  USUM  ET  ORNATUM 
CATHEDRALIS  TEMPLI  EBOR, 

DIVO  PETRO  SACRI 
CANTULIT 
M.DC.LXXXVX* 
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The  afcent  from  the  body  of  the  church,  through  the 
choir  to  the  altar,  is  by  a  gradation  of  fifteen  fteps.  The 
altar  received  a  confiderable  improvement,  as  to  its  fitua- 
tion,  in  the  year  172 6,  by  taking  away  a  large  wooden 
fcreen,  which  almoll  obftruCted  the  view  of  the  eaft  win¬ 
dow.  This  fcreen  was  handfomely  painted  and  gilt,  and 
had  a  door  at  each  end,  which  opened  into  a  place  behind 
the  altar,  where  anciently  the  archbiihops  ufed  to  robe 
themfelves  at  the  time  of  their  inthronizations,  and  thence 
proceeded  to  the  high  altar,  where  they  were  invelted 
with  the  pall.  On  the  top  of  this  curious  fcreen  was  a 
gallery  for  mufic,  as  is  ufual  in  Popilh  churches  for  the 
celebration  of  high  mafs.  At  the  taking  away  of  this,  the 
altar  was  taken  back  one  arch,  to  a  ftone  fcreen  behind  it, 
which  now  not  only  fhews  a  beauty  itfelf,  that  was  hid 
before,  but  alfo  opens  a  profpect  of  one  of  the  noblelt 
lights  in  the  world.  In  the  year  1760,  the  prefent 
dean,  caufed  the  tapeftry  to  be  taken  from  the  altar- 
fcreen,  which  is  a  magnificent  piece  of  Gothic  archi¬ 
tecture,  49  feet  in  length  and  28  feet  in  height.  It  con- 
fids  of  eight  Gothic  arches,  filled  up  with  beautiful  tra¬ 
cery  in  the  manner  of  windows,  with  piers  and  pinnacles 
between,  which  fupport  a  cornice,  and  upon  that  are 
battlements  enriched  with  tracery  and  fhields.  All  the 
openings  are  now  glazed  with  plate-glafs  to  the  fpringing 
of  the  arches,  with  bars  of  gilded  copper.  By  the  curious 
this  is  efteemed  one  of  the  greateft  beauties  of  the 
church. 

In  winter,  from  All  Saints  to  Candlemas,  the  choir  is 
illuminated,  at  evening-fervice,  by  feveral  large  branches,, 
befides  a  fmall  wax  candle  fixed  at  every  other  {tall. 

There  is  nothing  more  to  be  defcribed  in  the  choir  but 
what  is  common  to  other  cathedrals;  and  we  fhall  be  lefs 
particular  in  our  defcription  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
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church,  as  a  view  of  the  building  will  give  the  reader  a 
much  better  idea  of  it  than  words  can  pretend  to.  From 
the  great  weft  entrance  we  count  feven  pillars  on  a  fide  to 
the  lanthorn,  which  form  eight  arches  :  the  two  firft  ferve 
as  a  bafts  to  the  higheft,  lighted,  and  mod  extenfive  arch 
in  the  world,  which  fupports  great  part  of  the  weight  of 
two  fteeples.  Over  the  other  arches  are  placed  the  arms 
of  the  principal  benefaddors  to  the  fabric,  one  on  each  fide. 
On  the  top  of  thefe  arches  runs  an  open  gallery  on  both 
fides  the  nave,  and  exadlly  over  the  joining  of  each  for¬ 
merly  flood  an  image,  in  (tone,  of  the  tutelar  faints  or 
patrons  of  the  different  nations  in  Europe,  which  are  all 
taken  down,  except  St.  George,  who  was  left  on  account 
of  an  idle  dory  relating  to  him,  oppofite  a  dragon’s  head. 
Over  thefe  are  the  windows  of  the  middle  aide,  which  are 
adorned  with  imagery  and  divers  coats  of  arms. 

The  roof  of  the  nave  is  wood,  the  ribs  or  groins  of 
which  compofe  a  mod  curious  tracery,  adorned  with  large 
carved  knots,  which  have  been  gilded,  and  are  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  key-fton es  to  fupport  the  work.  Each  of  thefe 
knots  reprefents  force  part  of  facred  hiftory,  or  beauti¬ 
ful  Gothic  foliage"'';.  The  reft  of  the  wood-work  has  been 
formerly  painted  a  fky  colour,  but  the  late  dean  caufed  it 
to  be  all  wafhed  over  white  ;  and  at  this  time  (17 96)  the 
prefect  dean  has  given  direddions  for  the  ceiling  of  the 
great  aide,  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft  window,  and  of  the 
fouth  and  north  croft  aides,  together  with  that  of  the 
lofty  lanthorn  fteeple,  to  be  taken  away,  and  to  be  replaced 
with  one  refembling  ftone.  This  laborious  work  is  nearly 
completed ;  and  the  internal  part  of  the  cathedral  having 
undergone  a  thorough  repair,  gives  the  effeci  of  this  an- 
-  cient  and  magnificent  ftruddure  in  its  perfedt  date. 

*  For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  Internal  beauties  of  this  edifice, 
vte  refer  our  readers  to  the  “  Defcription  of  Gothic  Ornaments,”  nows 
pu bUffiing  by  the  ingenious  Mr  Halfpenny,  of  Y ark. 
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In  the  great  window  at  the  weft  end  of  the  church  are 
depicted  in  full  proportion  the  firft  eight  archbilhops  and 
eight  faints  of  the  church.  The  fide-aifles  are  arched 
with  ft  one,  the  fpondils,  as  the  workmen  call  them,  being 
ftone  plaftered  over.  The  knots  at  the  angles  have  been 
eurioufly  carved  and  painted.  Over  each  of  the  entrances 
into  thefe  aides  are  reprefentations  of  hunting  and  killing 
of  wild  beafts,  in  a  fort  of  bcijfo-relievo . 

The  fouth  end  is  enlightened  by  fix  windows ;  that  at 
the  top  is  the  moft  remarkable.  It  is  a  fine  piece  of  ma- 
fonry  in  form  of  a  marigold;  from  whence  it  is  called  the 
Marigold  Window,  its  coloured  glafs  reprefenting  the 
image  of  that  flower.  This  window  has,  for  fome  time 
pail,  been  half  obfcured  by  the  projection  of  the  roof ; 
but  it  is  intended  to  raife  the  ceiling  at  that  end  of  the 
church,  fo  as  to  prefent  to  the  eye  a  perfect  view  of  the 
whole  circle  of  this  beautiful  light. 

What  may  juftly  be  called  the  wonder  of  the  world, 
both  for  mafonry  and  glazing,  is  the  noble  eaft  window. 
It  is  very  near  the  height  and  breadth  of  the  middle 
choir.  The  upper  part  is  a  piece  of  admirable  tracery, 
below  which  are  1 1 7  partitions,  reprefenting  fo  much  of 
holy  writ,  that  it  almoft  takes  in  the  whole  hiftory  of  the 
Bible.  This  window  was  begun  to  be  glazed,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  dean  and  chapter,  in  1405,  who  contraCled  with 
John  Thornton,  of  Coventry,  glazier,  to  execute  it.  He 
was  to  receive  for  his  own  work,  4s.  a  week,  and  to  finifii 
the  whole  in  lefs  than  three  years. 

The  north  end  is  beautified  with  five  noble  lights  which 
conftitute  one  large  window,  and  reach  almoft  from  top 
to  bottom  of  this  end.  This  window  has  been  called  the 
Jewifh  window,  but  for  what  reafon  we  know  not :  There 
is  alfo  a  tradition  that  five  maiden  filters  were  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  thefe  lights  ,  the  painted  glafs  in  them  reprefent- 
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mg  a  kind  of  embroidery  or  needle-work,  might  perhaps 
give  occafion  for  this  (lory.  Thefe  windows  are  of  a  very 
uncommon  make,  and  are  each  about  fifty  feet  high  and 
live  broad.  In  1714  a  fmall  border  of  clear  glafs  was  run 
round  their  edge,  which  adds  much  to  their  beauty. 

The  great  tower,  or  lanthorn-fteeple,  is  founded  on  four 
great  pillars,  each  compofed  of  clufters  of  round  columns 
gradually  lefs  as  they  conjoin  the  body  of  it.  Over  the  four 
great  arches  thefe  pillars  make,  are  placed  eight  coats  of 
arms,  two  and  two  of  a  fide.  On  the  weft  the  arms  of  Eng¬ 
land,  the  ji  stirs  de  lls  diftinguifhed,  with  the  arms  of  Edward 
the  Confefior.  On  the  eaft,  the  ancient  bearing  of  ¥ ork  and 
St.  Wilfrid.  On  the  north,  the  arms  affigned  to  the  two 
Saxon  kings  Edwin  and  Edmund  the  Martyr.  And  on 
the  fouth,  the  peculiar  arms  of  the  church,  and  thofe  of 
Walter  Skiriaw,  the  peculiar  benefador  to  this  part  of  the 
building.  The  arms  of  England  fhew  that  this  fleeple 
was  not  finifhed  till  the  reign  of  Henry  V.  or  VI.  who 
were  the  firff  who  altered  the  old  French  bearing.  Over 
thefe  arms  are  feveral  flowers,  cherubims,  and  cloiffered 
ceils  for  images.  The  windows  are  eight  in  number,  two 
on  a  fide;  and  the  roof  is  adorned  with  tracery,  arch« 
wife. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  elegant  monuments  in  the 
cathedral,  but  the  limits  of  this  publication  will  not  allow 
ns  to  enter  into  a  defcription  of  them,  we  fhall  only 
ebferve,  that  a  very  beautiful  one  has  been  erected, 
within  a  few  years,  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Sir  George 
Savile,  Bart. — the  workmanfhip  of  that  able  artift  Mr. 
Tohn  Fifher,  of  York. 

THE  ASSEMBLY  ROOMS 

Next  claim  the  attention  of  the  traveller.  For  the 
purchafmg  the  ground,  and  erecting  this  magnificent 
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ftru&ure,  5000I.  and  upward  were  raifed  by  fubfcription, 
in  (hares  of  25I.  and  50I.  each,  by  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  the  city  and  county,  and  feveral  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  They  were  the  defign  of  Richard  the  late 
Earl  of  Burlington. 

At  the  front  is  a  portico,  depending  upon  columns  of 
{tone.  There  is  a  door  and  flair-cafe  on  each  fide  of  this 
entrance*,  both  lead  to  the  top  of  the  leads,  or  down  into 
the  cellars,  which  are  neatly  arched,  and  have  fire-places. 
In  the  cellar  on  the  north  fide  may  be  feen  a  part  of  the 

foundation-ftone,  which  bears  the  following  infcription: 

/  '  ’  *  '  *  '  *  •  *• 

IMP.  GEORGIO  AUG.  II. 
RICHARDUS 

COMES  de  BURLINGTON , 

Hujus  Urbis  Praefes, 

Sxculi  MAECENAS, 

Has  AEdes 
Erexit : 

Quo  Publici  exhibeantur  Ludi 
Quo  proceres  undique  confluant. 

Quo  ai;tes  dfiorefcant  liberalis, 

Quo  (dilatante  negotio)  Gloria  Priflina 
Novo  EBORACI  Splendore 
Obumbretur. 

Ab  hoc  Die  Natali 
CAROLINA 
Reginx  Serenifiimx  Noftrx 

Mar.  1  A...  D . MDCCXXX. 

Stabit 

Brigantum  EPOCHS . 

The  grand  room  is  an  antique  Egyptian  hall  from  Pal¬ 
ladio,  1 12  feet  in  length,  the  breadth  40,  and  40  the  height. 

This 
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This  room  confifts  of  two  orders,  viz.  the  lower  party 
with  44  columns  and  capitals,  and  an  elegant  cornice, 
complete  the  Corinthian  order.  The  upper  part  is  after 
the  Composite,  richly  beautified  with  feftoons,  imitating 
oak  leaves  and  acorns,  likewife  a  beautiful  cornice,  cu- 
rioufly  enriched  with  carved  work.  From  the  top  defcend 
13  luftres  of  crown  glafs,  each  carrying  18  candles;  but 
more  particularly  in  the  centre  is  a  luftre,  moll  curioufly 
carved,  being  the  gift  of  the  Earl  of  Burlington.  The 
entrance  is  at  the  eail  end. 

*  I  v  - 

Upon  the  right  hand  is  the  common  affembly-room,  in 
length  66  feet,  in  breadth  22  feet,  and  22  in  height.  In 
the  ceiling  is  curious  fret-work,  the  defign  of  the  Earl  of 
Burlington. 

At  the  end  of  the  laft  mentioned  room,  is  an  entrance 

f  J 

into  another,  built  in  the  form  of  a  cube,  defigned  as  a 
tea-room  for  the  ladies.  The  length,  breadth,  and  height 
of  this  room  is  21  feet. 

At  the  other  end,  e  a  ft  ward,  near  the  grand  entrance,  is 
a  circular  room,  21  feet  in  diameter,  with  a  cupola,  to  the 
top  of  which  is  45  feet.  This  is  defigned  for  the  gentle¬ 
men’s  public  gaming-room. 

Upon  the  left  hand  is  a  room  43  feet  long,  15  feet 
broad,  and  r$  feet  high,  defigned  for  the  grand  tea-room; 
beyond  which  are  clofets,  drawing-rooms,  &c.  and  near  it 

a  pleafant  fpring  of  water. 

The  veitibule,  or  grand  entrance,  is  (as  a  room)  32  feet 
long,  21  broad,  and  21  high.  To  the  right  and  left  are 
preparative  rooms,  each  22  feet  long  and  18  broad. 

THE  THEATRE. 

At  the  upper  end  of  Blakeftreet  hands  the  theatre, 
cre£led  in  1770  by  Mr.  Baker,  and  which  his  fucceflbr, 

Tate 
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Tate  Wilkinfon,  Lfq.  the  prefent  manager,  has  procured 
to  be  licenfed  by  his  Majelty.  It  is  an  elegant  and  fpa- 
cious  building,  and  has  every  requifite  both  as  to  orna¬ 
ment  and  convenience.  The  fcenery  and  drefles  are 
equally  fuperb  with  any  in  the  kingdom :  And,  with  re- 
fpe£l  to  performers,  it  may  with  propriety  be  obferved, 
that  the  majority  of  thofe,  whofe  theatrical  talents  claim 
the  patronage  of  a  London  audience,  have  trod  this  ftagey 
and,  in  a  great  meafure,  matured  their  abilities  here, 

•  THE  MANSION-HOUSE 

IS  an  elegant  building,  at  the  north  end  of  Coneyffreet, 

erecled  in  1725  for  the  refidence^of  the  lord-mayor  and 

his  family,  and  has  fuitable  furniture  belonging  to  it. 

The  great  room,  in  which  the  lord  mayor  entertains  the 
corporation,  is  49  feet  6  inches  in  length,  and  27  Let  9 

inches  in  breadth  :  it  is  adorned  with  feveral  full-length 
portraits  by  the  firft  mailers,  among  which  we  fin:!  the 
following:— The  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  by  Sir  Jofinua 

1 

Reynolds  *,  Lord  Bingley,  who  ferved  the  office  of  lord 
mayor  in  1707;  William  III.;  George  II.  and  feveral 
others.  Over  the  fire-places  are  placed  the  royal  arms 
and  thofe  of  the  city,  richly  carved  and  ornamentd. 


THE  GUILD,  OR  COMMON  HALL 

Stands  behind  the  Manfion-houfe :  It  s  a  noble 
ftrudlufe ;  being  9 6  feet  by  43,  and  fupporte.d  by  two  . 
rows  of  oak  pillars,  very  mallive  and  lofty,  though  each 
is  cut  out  of  a  fingle  tree :  It  is  fuppofed  that  this  hall  is 
one  of  the  finell  Gothic  rooms  in  the  kingdom. 

In  this  hah  are  held  the  courts  of  juilice.  Adjoining 
are  rooms  for  the  grand  and  petit  juries  to  confult  in; 
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in  one  of  thefe,  being  neatly  wainfcotted,  the  lord- mayor 
daily  fits  to  redrefs  grievances,  and  is  called  the  Inner 
Room.  In  this  room  is  placed  the  mufquetryof  the  city, 
proper  for  equipping  four  companies  of  men,  confiding 
of  79  each. 

The  court  of  the  lord  prefident  of  the  north  was  for¬ 
merly  held  in  this  hall.  The  window  over  the  lord- 
mayor’s  court  is  adorned  with  the  city’s  arms,  fword, 
mace,  and  cap  of  maintenance,  and  the  emblems  of  Juftice 
and  Mercy,  in  fine  painted  glafs,  the  work  of  Mr.  Edmund 
Gyles,  late  of  this  city.  In  the  Inner  Room  is  a  very 
beautiful  painting  on  glafs,  of  Juftice  in  a  triumphal  car, 
done  and  prefented  to  the  corporation  by  that  eminent 
artift,  the  late  Mr.  William  Peckitt,  of  York* 

THE  CIRCULATING  LIBRARY 

Stands  about  the  middle  of  Stonegate  ;  it  confifts  of 
a  large  felecHon  of  books,  in  modem  literature,  which 
are  lent  out  to  read  on  moderate  terms. 

OUSE-BRIDGE, 

Which,  as  Mr.  Camden  remarks,  is  a  noble  one  indeed 
It  confifts  of  five  arches;  the  middlemoft  arch  is  81  feet, 
or  27  yards  wide  from  the  firft  fpring  of  the  arch,  and  17 
high,  and  was  efteemed,  formerly,  one  of  the  largeft  in 
Europe.  The  reafon  this  arch  was  carried  on  to  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  dimenfion,  was  to  prevent  the  like  accident 
from  happening  which  overturned  the  old  bridge  in  1564; 
when,  by  a  ftiarp  froft,  great  fnow,  and  a  hidden  thaw, 
the  water  rofe  to  a  vail  height,  and  the  prodigious  weight 
of  the  ice  and  flood  drove  down  two  arches  of  the  bridge, 
by  which  twelve  houfes  were  deftroyed,  and  many  perfons 
drowned.  The  bridge  continued  unrepaired  fome  time, 
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till  a  proper  fum  could  be  levied,  when  it  was  rebuilt  in 
the  manner  it  now  Hands. — This  is  the  hifiory  of  the  new 
bridge,  but  of  what  antiquity  the  old  one  was  we  cannot 
learn. 

In  i  t  c;4  William,  archbifhop  of  York,  made  his  firfi 
entry  into  the  city,  when  the  bridge  (then  built  entirely 
of  timber)  being  fo  crowded  with  the  multitudes  who 
came  to  meet  him,  it  gave  way,  and  a  great  many  fell 
into  the  river;  but,  by  the  prayers  of  the  ctrchbiJJjop,  not  one 
of  the  company  perijhed !  Stone  bridges  foon  after  coming 
into  ufe,  this  feems  take  its  date  from  about  1235  »  ^or 
we  find  that  Walter  Grey,  then  archbifhop,  granted  a 
brief  for  the  rebuilding  of  Oufebridge,  moH  probably 
of  done,  by  charitable  contributions. 

On  the  bridge  Hands  the  great  council-chamber  of  the 
city,  near  which  the  records  were  kept,  till  of  late  years 
they  were  removed  to  the  guildhall.  The  exchequer  and 
fheriffs’  courts  were  continued  here  till  the  year  1778, 
when  the  latter  was  alfo  removed  to  the  guildhall.  Beneath 
is  the  prifon  for  felons  belonging  to  the  city,  commonly 
called  the  Kidcote:  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Hreet  is  the 
gaol  for  debtors,  built  at  the  expence  of  the  city  and 
ainfiy  in  1 724.  The  old  prifon  on  this  fide  was  erected 
in  1575,  at  wdiich  time  another  arch  was  added  to  the 
bridge  by  way  of  fupport  to  it ;  but  being  become  ex¬ 
ceedingly  ruinous,  it  was  taken  down  and  rebuilt. 

At  the  foot  of  the  bridge,  on  the  eaH  fide  of  the  river, 
is  a  convenient  quay  or  wharf,  commonly  called  the 
King’s  Staith,  firongly  walled  and  paved,  for  lading  and 
unlading  goods  and  merchandife,  which  had  gone  greatly 
to  decay,  but  in  the  year  1774  it  was  new-paved  and  re¬ 
paired. 
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THE  CASTLE 

IS  fituated  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Oufe  and 
Fofs.  The  Fofs  formerly  was  drawn  in  a  deep  mote 
quite  round  it,  and  made  it  inacceflible  except  by  two 
draw-bridges  *,  the  largeft  of  which  led  to  the  ancient 
great  gate  from  the  county  on  the  fouth ; '  the  other  from 
the  city  on  the  north.  About  the  year  1734,  the  latter 
was  rebuilt  in  a  handfome  manner,  and  is  at  prefent  the 
only  entrance  into  the  cattle,  except  a  fmall  poftern  near 
the  mills.  The  pafiage  to  the  cattle  from  the  end  of 
Caftlegate  being  very  narrow  and  inconvenient,  v/as  wi¬ 
dened  by  fubfcription  in  1765,  and  the  foundation  of  the 
bridge  (which  ftood  where  the  city’s  arms  are  now  placed) 
was  then  dug  up. 

Hiftory  informs  us  that  there  was  a  cattle  in  York  leng 
before  the  Conqueror’s  time,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  in  the  place  called  Old  Bade.  This,  therefore,  we 
believe  was  built,  but  probably  on  a  Roman  foundation, 
by  William  I.  and  made  ftrong  in  order  to  keep  the  citi¬ 
zens  and  Northumbrians  in  awe.  It  was  the  place  of  re- 
fidence  for  the  high-fherifFs  of  the  county,  for  fome  ages 
after. 

The  ancient  towers  of  the  Cattle,  (which,  after  it  was 
difmantled  of  a  garrifon,  became  a  county-prifon  for 
felons,  debtors,  &c.)  being  by  age  rendered  exceedingly 
ruinous,  and  a  miferable  gaol,  were  wholly  taken  down, 
and  the  prefent  moft  magnificent  ftrudlure  eretled  in 
1701.  In  the  left  wing  is  a  handfome  chapel,  neatly  and 
beautifully  adorned  with  fuitable  furniture.  The  whole 
pile  was  carried  on  by  a  tax  of  threepence  per  pound  on 
all  lands,  &c.  within  the  county,  purfuant  to  an  a£t  of 
parliament  obtained  for  that  purpofe. 
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in  the  fpacious  area  is  a  noble  prifon  for  debtors,  which 
does  honour  to  the  county.  It  is  on  a  floor  (afcended  to 
by  a  fine  flight  of  ftone  fleps)  on  which  are  eleven  rooms, 
full  fixteen  feet  fquare,  and  near  twelve  high.  Above 
thefe  is  the  fame  number  of  rooms  ;  one  or  two  of  them 
for  common-fide  debtors.  On  the  ground-floor  are  the 
gaolers’  apartments,  &c. 

The  felons’  court-yard  is  down  five  fleps  between  the 
two  wings ;  in  it  is  a  fpacious  day-room  for  men.  The 
women-felons  are  kept  quite  feparate;  they  have  a  day 
and  two  night-rooms.  The  condemned-room  for  the  wo¬ 
men  is  in  another  part  of  the  prifon. 

The  Bafilica,  or  new  county-hall,  built  at  the  expence 
of  the  county,  was  opened  at  the  fummer-aflizes  in  1777. 
It  is  a  fuperb  building  of  the  Ionic  order,  150  feet  in 
length,  and  45  feet  in  breadth,  fituate  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  area.  In  the  fouth  end  is  the  court  for  the  trial  of 
prifoners,  and  in  the  north  the  court  of  nlji  prius .  Each 
of  thefe  is  30  feet  in  diameter,  crowned  with  a  dome  40 
feet  in  height,  which  is  fupported  by  12  Corinthian  co¬ 
lumns  ;  adjoining  are  proper  rooms  for  the  grand  and 
petit  juries,  and  other  neceffary  apartments.  The  entrance 
into  this  building  is  by  a  loggio  of  fix  columns,  30  feet  in 
height,  over  which  are  placed  the  king’s  arms,  an  elegant 
ftatue  of  Jufticc,  and  other  emblematical  figures. 

In  the  year  1780,  an  additional  building  was  eredfed 
under  the  dire&ion  of  Mr.  Carr,  of  York,  in  order  to  re¬ 
medy  many  inconveniences  which  the  humane  Mr. 
Howard  obferved  in  the  old  gaol.  This  building  confifts 
cf  feveral  fpacious  arched  cells  for  the  confinement  of  fe¬ 
lons  for  petty  and  other  offences,  feparate  from  the  more 
notorious  offenders;  apartments  for  work-rooms,  and  for 
the  confinement  of  women  and  debtors  ;  diftincft  hofpital- 
fooms  for  tne  men  and  women ;  and  apartments  for  the 

clerk 
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of  affize,  county  records,  &c.  The  fabric  extends  in 
length  105  feet;  in  the  front  is  a  handfome  Ionic  colon- 
ade  or  loggio,  fimilar  to  that  in  the  front  of  the  court  of 
juftice,  which  is  very  convenient  for  the  prifoners  to  work 
or  walk  in. 

The  area  of  the  caftle  is  very  conliderable  for  a  prifon  ; 
the  walls  are  about  1100  yards  in  circumference,  and  the 
prifoners  having  the  liberty  of  walking  in  it,  renders  their 
confinement  lefs  irkfome  and  more  healthy.  The  place 
is  well  fupplied  with  excellent  water. 

At  the  diftance  of  77  feet  from  the  caftle-gate,  on  the 
outfide,  (the  extent  of  the  city’s  liberties)  are  erected  the 
arms  of  the  city:— Here  the  fheriffs  for  the  city  Hand  to 
receive  the  judges  of  afiize,  and  conduct  them  to  the 
common-hall  when  they  come  the  circuit. 


CLIFFORD’S  TOWER, 

Adjoining  to  the  caftle  is  a  high  mount,  thrown  up  by 
prodigious  labour,  on  which  Hands  a  tower  of  fomewhat 
a  round  form,  called  Clifford’s  Tower.  This  place,  if  we 
may  believe  tradition,  has  borne  that  name  ever  fince 
York  was  taken  by  the  Conqueror,  when  one  of  the  Clif¬ 
fords  was  made  governor  of  it.  It  lay  in  a  ruinous  condi¬ 
tion  till  the  civil  wars  begun  in  the  time  of  Charles  I.  when 
it  was  repaired  and  fortified,  and  a  conliderable  fquare 
building  added  to  it  on  that  fide  next  the  caftle,  on  which, 
over  the  gate,  are  placed  the  royal  arms  and  thofe  of  the 
Cliffords,  in  ftone-work,  viz.  checque  and  a  fefs,  enfigned 
with  an  earl’s  coronet,  fupported  by  two  wiverns,  with 
this  motto,  “  Deformciis”  On  the  top  was  eredfed  a  plat¬ 
form,  on  which  feme  pieces  of  cannon  were  mounted. 
After  the  furrender  of  the  city  to  the  parliament’s  gene¬ 
rals,  all  the  garrifons  were  difmantled,  except  this  tower, 
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fif  which  Sir  Thomas  Dickenfon,  lord  mayor,  was  made 
governor.  It  continued  in  the  hands  of  his  fucceffors,  as 
governors,  till  the  year  1683,  when  Sir  John  Rerefby  was 
appointed  governor  of  it  by  Charles  II.  In  1684,  on  the 
feftival  of  St.  George,  about  ten  at  night,  the  magazine 
took  fire,  blew  up,  and  the  tower  was  made  a  {hell  of,  as 
it  ftands  at  this  day.  Whether  this  was  done  accidentally 
or  on  purpofe  is  difputable ;  it  was  obferved  that  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  foldiers  had  removed  all  their  belt  things  before; 
and  it  was  a  common  toaft:  in  the  city  to  drink  to  the 
“  demolition  of  the  minced  pie neither  was  there  one  man 
killed  by  the  accident. 

This  mount  exadfly  correfponds  with  one  on  the  well 
fide  of  the  river  in  Old  Baile,  and  by  the  extraordinary  la¬ 
bour  required  in  the  raffing,  it  feems  to  have  been  effected 
by  no  lefs  than  a  Roman  power,  though  the  Conqueror 
might  build  the  prefent  ftrudture,  the  infide  exhibit¬ 
ing  a  regularity  very  uncommon  in  a  Gothic  building. 
Within  this  tower  is  a  deep  well  of  excellent  water,  alfo 
a  dungeon  fo  dark  as  not  to  admit  the  leaft  ray  of  light. 

OLD  BAILE. 

to 

At  the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  city,  within  the  walls, 
is  a  place  of  great  antiquity ;  fo  old  as  to  mock  any  fearch 
yet  made  for  its  original.  It  is  called  in  the  moft  ancient 
deeds  and  hiftories,  c<  V etus  B allium f  or  Old  Baile, 
which,  according  to  the  etymology  of  the  word,  appears 
to  come  from  the  Norman  Baile ,  a  prifon  or  place  of 
fecurity;  or  from  Baile ,  an  officer  who  has  the  jurifdic- 
tion  over  a  prifon. 

Leland,  and  after  him  Camden,  are  pofitive  that  this  is 
the  platform  of  a  caftle.  Indeed,  whoever  views  it  care¬ 
fully  at  this  day,  muft  be  of  the  fame  opinion,  efpecially 
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when  they  are  told  that  the  ramparts,  when  dug  into,  are 
full  of  foundation-flones. 

The  area  of  this  ruined  antiquated  caflle  ufed  formerly 
to  be  open  for  fports  and  recreations,  but  is  now  inclofed 
and  leafed  out  by  the  corporation.  The  mount  was 
planted  with  trees  in  1726,  and  commands  a  good  pro- 
fpecl  of  the  city  and  furrounding  country. 

THE  NEW  WALK; 

This  walk  is  near  a  mile  in  length,  running  along  the 
banks  of  the  Oufe.  It  is  a  fine  gravelled  terrace^  agreeably 
(haded  with  lofty  trees.  At  convenient  diflancesare  placed 
chairs  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public.  The  utmofl 
attention  is  paid  to  its  order  $  and  it  is  univerfally  allowed 
to  be  equal  to  any  public  walk  in  the  kingdom.  About 
the  centre  flood  a  beautiful  flone  bridge  over  the  Fofs, 
which  (fince  that  river  was  made  navigable)  has  been 
taken  down,  and  the  prefent  wooden  one  eredled  in  its 
place. 

St.  MART’S  ABBEY, 

A  most  noble  and  magnificent  monaftery,  anciently 
one  of  the  glories  of  York,  was  fituated  under  the  walls 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  city.  It  was  built  in  1089,  and 
fuffered  in  the  general  conflagration  which  burnt  down 
the  cathedral  in  1137.  It  lay  in  ruins  till  1270,  when  it 
was  begun  to  be  rebuilt  by  Simon  de  Warwick,  then  abbotj 
who  laid  the  firfl  flone.  This  was  the  building  wliofe 
noble  remains  we  fee  at  this  day. 

There  is  no  place  about  the  city  which  can  boafl  of  a 
more  agreeable  fite  :  It  is  on  a  riling  ground,  the  afpecl 
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foath-weft,  declining  every  way  to  the  river  Oufe, 
which  runs  by  at  the  bottom.  The  ground  on  which  it 
{lands  is  almoft  fquare,  and  is  inclofed  on  the  north  and 
eaft  Tides  with  {lately  walls,  built  with  many  orderly  and 
large  towers  embattled ;  on  the  north  with  the  river  Oufe, 
and  on  the  fouth  with  the  rampart  and  walls  of  the  city. 
The  whole  circumference,  by  an  exact  menfuration,  is 
1280  yards,  or  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile;  chat  is  to 
fay,  from  Bootham-Bar  to  St.  Marygate  tower  194  yards; 
from  St.  Marygate  tower  to  the  weft  tower,  abutting  upon 
the  Oufe,  420  yards;  from  the  weft  tower  to  the  water- 
houfe  tower,  on  the  fouth,  246  yards ;  from  the  water- 
houfe  tower,  by  the  ramparts  of  the  city  to  Bootham-Bar, 
420  yards. 

The  abbey-clmrch  was  371  feet  in  length,  and  60  in 
breadth. 

In  the  abbey-wall  were  only  two  principal  gates ;  the 
one  on  the  eaft  fide,  opening  into  Bootham,  near  the  gate 
of  the  city ;  the  other  on  the  north  fide,  which  was  the 
main  entrance  into  the  abbey,  opens  into  St.  Marygate,  a 
little  below  the  church  of  St.  Olave. 

At  the  north-eaft  corner  of  the  walls  is  a  tower  called 
St.  Mary’s  Tower,  in  which  all  the  records,  taken  out  of 

-  T 

the  religious  houfes  at  their  dilfolutions,  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  Trent,  were  depofited  under  the  care  of  the 
lord  prefident.  Mr.  Dodfworth  had  but  juft  finilhed  his 
laborious  tranfcripts  of  thcfe  valuable  remains,  when  the 

l  <  <  .  . 

tower  was  blown  up  in  the  fiege  of  York  in  1644,  anc^ 
moft  of  the  original  records  were  deftroyed. 
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THE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM 

IS  fituated  without  Bootham-Bar,  on  the  north-eaft 
fide,  and  is  a  handfome  drudure  ;  extending  in  length 
132  feet,  in  depth  52,  and  in  height  con  filling  of  three 
dories.  Of  thefe  the  lowed;  is  a  rultic,  from  which  four 
engaged  columns  are  carried  up  to  the  general  entablature, 
and  didain  a  pediment  in  the  centre  of  the  front,  which 
has  a  fo uth- well  afpeCl.  The  ends  of  the  front  are  fi- 
nifhed  as  pavilions,  and  have  a  projection  equal  to  that  of 
the  engaged  central  columns  already  mentioned.  Over 
the  centre  of  the  building  riles  an  elegant  cylindrical 
bell-tower,  furrounded  with  engaged  columns,  and  finifhed 
with  a  fmall  cupola  and  vane.  The  internal  plan  is  fim- 
pie  and  convenient,  confiding  only  of  a  corradore,  extend¬ 
ing  from  end  to  end  of  the  building,  and  has  on  each 
fide  of  it,  on  the  two  upper  floors,  rooms  very  commo- 
dioufly  and  fecurely  finifhed  for  the  reception  of  lunatics; 
and  on  the  lower  floor,  befide  fimilar  rooms,  is  a  com¬ 
mittee-room,  and  apartments  for  the  phyfician  and  apo¬ 
thecary.  Behind  the  whole,  in  a  feparate  building,  are 
the  kitchen,  wafh-houfe,  and  other  convenient  offices; 
above  which  are  apartments  for  20  patients  more. 

The  York  Lunatic  Afylum.  was  edablifhed  in  the  year 
1777,  by  general  fubfcription ;  and  had  for  its  general 
objeCl  the  cure  and  relief  of  fuch  infane  perfons  as  were 
in  low  and  narrow  circum dances.  How  well  it  has  an- 
fwered  the  intended  purpofe,  is  diffidently  known  in  the 
extenfive  county  in  which  it  dands.  Being  an  edablifh- 
ment  without  a  permanent  fund  for  its  fupport,  the  pa¬ 
tients,  or  their  friends,  pay  a  weekly  dim  fuitable  to  their 
abilities;  by  which  means  the  indigent  are  relieved  at  the 
expence  of  the  affluent. 

In  this  Afylum  the  patients  are  treated  with  all  the  ten- 
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dernefs  and  indulgence  that  is  compatible  with  a  heady 
and  effectual  government ,  and  the  fervants  are  enjoined 
never  to  ufe  unneceflary  feverity.  The  AridfeA  economy 
is  obferved  in  the  management  of  the  family ;  and  the 
utmoft  attention  is  paid  to  decency  and  cleanlinefs. 

At  the  firft  opening  of  the  Afylum  there  was  no  diflinc- 
tion  of  patients  *,  and  all  paid  eight  {hillings  per  week  for 
their  board  and  medicines  :  But,  after  a  few  years,  it 
was  found  that  this  fum  was  not  well  proportioned ;  as, 
tmder  this  regulation,  thofe  who  were  in  eafy  circum- 
ffances  paid  too  little ;  and  thofe  who  were  very  poor, 
and  had  no  parifh  relief,  paid  too  much.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  ordered,  for  the  more  extenfive  benefit  of  the  public, 
that  a  few  perfons  of  better  condition  fhould  be  admitted, 
on  paying  a  weekly  fum,  proportioned  to  their  circum- 

ftances  :  At  the  fame  time  it  was  ordered,  that  the  over- 

•  ■» 

flowings  of  their  weekly  payments  fhould  be  applied  in 

aid  of  thofe  perfons  who  were  in  narrow  circumflances, 

*  •  - 

and  paid  for  themfelves.  Under  this  charitable  regula¬ 
tion  the  Afylum  continued  for  the  fpace  of  one  year,  and 
the  fuccefs  proved  the  wifdom  of  the  meafure  :  But  it  be¬ 
ing  reprefented  by  Dr.  Hunter,  the  prefent  phyfician,  that 
he  was  likely  to  be  materially  injured  by  this  regulation, 
however  advantageous  to  the  Afylum,  as  it  obliged  him  to 
attend,  gratis ,  thofe  very  perfons  who  would  otherwife 
have  been  his  own  private  patients,  it  was  ordered, 
6t  That  the  phyfician  fhould  be  allowed  to  take  reafona- 
ble  fees  from  fuch  affluent  patients.”  With  this  altera¬ 
tion  the  Charity  has  flourifhed  for  fome  years  ;  and,  un- 
lefs  difturbed,  may  continue  to  fiourifh  to  the  advantage 
of  many  perfons  in  low  circumflances,  as  well  as  to  the 
comfort  and  fatisfadlion  of  a  few  fufferers  in  eafy  cir- 
cumftances, — who  otherwife  muft  have  been  driven  into 
private  madhoufes,  where  their  fortunes  and  health 
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would  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  thofe  who  have  little  or 
no  feeling  for  the  miferies  of  others. 

At  this  prefent  time  the  Afylum  contains  72  patients  : 
Thefe  the  Governors  have  formed  into  three  divifions. 

The  Fir  ft  Divifion  (in  number  20,  and  never  to  exceed  25) 
confifts  of  fuch  patients  as  are  of  a  better  condition,  and  who  pay 
a  confiderable  weekly  fum  for  their  board  and  medicines  5  the  fur- 
plus  of  which  (about  one  hundred  pounds  per  ann.)  is  employed 
in  leffenipg  the  payments  of  thofe  who  are  in  low  circumftances, 
and  have  no  parifh  relief. 

The  Second  Divifion  (in  number  34)  confifts  of  thofe  patients 
who  pay  eight  (hillings  per  week  for  their  board  and  medicines  : 
A  fum  which,  from  experience,  is  found  equal  to  the  expence 
incurred  by  patients  in  general.  In  this  divifion  the  Governors 
have  included  the  pari  fit  paupers  ;  judging  it  unreasonable  that  the 
opulent  inhabitants  of  a  pariih  (houid  fit  are  with  the  necefiitous 
objects  of  the  third  divifion  any  part  of  the  favings  arifing  from 
the  enlarged  payments  of  the  few  patients  in  eafy  circumftances. 

The  Third  Divifion  (in  number  18)  confifts  of  patients  in  low 
circumftances,  who  pay  for  their  own  board,  and  have  no  afiift- 
ance  from  their  parifties.  They  ftand  thus  :  Eight  at  fix  (hillings  $ 
three  at  five  (hillings  5  and  feven  at  four  (hillings  per  week.  Thefe 
are  all  objects  of  pitiable  diftrefs.  On  this  divifion  of  diftreffed 
individuals,  the  Governors,  as  already  obferved,  beftow  the  over¬ 
flowings  of  the  flrft  divifion,  together  with  the  intereft  of  750I. 
given  by  Lady  Gower,  Mrs.  Bourchier,  and  Mrs.  Bouverie,  “  for 
“  the  relief  of  the  molt  necefiitous  objects,  at  the  diferetion  of  the 
Governors.”  In  this  manner  the  indigent  lunatic  is  furnifiied 
with  part  of  his  fubfiftence  from  the  (tores  of  a  fellow- fufferer 
whom  Providence  has  placed  in  more  abundant  circumftances. 
Without  thofe  aids  the  poor  objects  of  this  divifion  could  not  fub- 
fift  in  the  Afylum;}  i'tbeingwell  known,  that  no  part  of  the  fub- 
feribed  money  has  ever  been  employed  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
patients.  On  the  contrary,  the  patients  themfelves,  by  weekly 
payments,  (according  to  the  original  plan  of  the  charity)  have 
liitherto  defrayed  all  the  expences  of  the  houfehold,  together  with 
the  falary  of  the  apothecary,  and  the  wages  of  the  fervantsj 
amounting  in  the  laft  year  to  the  fum  of  1400I. 
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With  a  view  to  render  the  diftrefles  of  the  third  divi- 
fion,  or  lower  clafs  of  patients,  more  fupportable,  the 
Governors,  with  becoming  humanity,  eflablifhed  in  the 
year  1784  a  fund,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of 
(C  Lady  Gower’s  Reduction  Fund.” 

The  prefent  eftate  of  the  Afylum  is  about  2000I.  capi¬ 
tal  ftock  in  the  three  per  cents  *,  the  interell  of  which  is 
employed  in  the  repairs  of  the  fabric,  and  in  the  purchafe 
of  furniture ;  which,  in  an  eftablifhment  of  this  kind,  is 
attended  with  a  confiderable  annual  expence.  This  fund, 
however,  is  daily  increafmg  by  donations  and  legacies. 
An  inftitution,  fo  charitably  conftrudfed,  is  juflly  enti¬ 
tled  to  the  approbation  of  mankind  ;  and  the  guardians 
of  it  have  always  had  a  peculiar  pleafure  in  acknowledg¬ 
ing  that  approbation,  made  Hill  more  valuable  by  the  li¬ 
berality  of  the  humane  and  charitable,  whofe  refpedfable 
names  are  recorded  on  the  walls  of  the  Committee-room. 

The  accefs  to  this  charity  is  eafy,  the  rules  being  fimple 
in  their  form,  and  few  in  number ;  they  are  as  follow  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Charity  (hall  be  named  the  “  York  luna¬ 
tic  asylum,”  and  be  confidered  as  a  general  eftablifhment 
for  the  reception  of  all  perfons  labouring  under  an  unfound 
mind,  whether  curable  or  not. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  patients  in  the  houfe,  and  fuch  as  may 
hereafter  be  received,  fhall  be  clalfed  by  the  *vi/itors  according 
to  their  refpedtive  circumftances. 

Class  i.  Lady  Gower’s  fund,  fix  (hillings  per  week  and  under. 

-  2.  Eight  findings. 

- -  3.  Ten  (hillings. 

-  4.  Twelve  (hillings. 

-  5.  Fourteen  (hillings. 

- -  6.  Sixteen  (hillings. 

. -  7.  Eighteen  (hillings. 

. —  8.  Twenty  (hillings  and  upwards. 

N.  B.  The  above  payments  difcharge  lodging,  board,  coal,  candle, 
tea,  waftung,  medicines,  and  medical  attendance. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  That  a  feparate  table  be  kept  for  fuch  patients  as  a re? 
rated  above  eight  (hillings  per  week  j  with  the  privilege  of  being 
admitted  without  certificates. 

Resolved,  That  patients  of  the  higher  claffes  may  be  waited  on 
by  their  own  fervants,  paying  fix  (hidings  per  week  for  their 
board  and  waftnng. 

Resolved^  That  women  with  child,  labouring  under  an  unfound 
mind,  (hall  be  received,  upon  fecurity  being  given  that  the  child 
lhall  npt  become  burthenfome  to  the  paridi  in  which  the  Aly- 
lum  (lands. 

Ordered,  That  in  cafes  of  fudden  lunacy,  patients  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  hou(e  without  previous  notice,  if  prefented  be¬ 
fore  fun-fet :  But,  in  all  other  cafes,  it  is  expelled  that  notice 

\  4  1 

be  fent  to  the  Apothecary  at  the  Afylum  a  few  days  before  the 
arrival  of  the  patient,  that  every  thing  may  be  properly  pre¬ 
pared  for  his  or  her  reception. 

Resolved,  That  Lunatics,  coming  recommended  as  paridi  poor, 
(hall  be  placed  in  the  fecond  clafs,-  except  upon  extraordinary 
occafions  j  it  being  the  intention  of  this  inftitution  to  give  the 
greateft  relief  to  fuch  perfons  as  are  in  low  and  narrow  circum- 
(tances,  and  who  are  npt  fupported  by  their  refpe&ive  parilkes. 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  convenient  to  the  public,  as  well  as 
advantageous  to  the  Afylum,  if  patients  in  eafy  circumftances 
were  admitted. 

Ordered,  That  patients  of  the  above  defcription  (not  to  exceed 
25)  (hall  in  future  be  admitted,  on  their  paying  a  fuitable  pen- 
don  to  the  Afylum  ;  but  it  is  underftood  that  the  attending 
phydcian  (hall  receive  from  the  friends  of  fuch  patients,  the 
reafonable  emoluments  of  his  profedion. 

Ordered,  That  the  phydcian  dial!  attend,  gratis,  the  paridi  poor, 
and  all  patients  whofe  weekly  payments  do  not  exceed  eight 
drillings. 

Ordered,  That  the  favings  aridng  from  the  enlarged  payments  of 
the  patientsof  better  condition,  diail  be  bellowed  upon  thofe  pa¬ 
tients  who  are  in  low  circumftances,  and  pay  for  their  own  board  j 
but  paridies  (hall  not  be  entitled  to  any  part  of  thefe  favings. 

Resolved,  That  a  donation  of  twenty  pounds,  or  upwards, 
(if  given  without  conditions  or  reftri£lions)  diall  conftitute  a 

Governor, 
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Governor,  with  the  privilege  of  recommending  as  many  pa¬ 
tients  as  he  may  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  private  fervants  of  patients  admitted  into  thp 
Aiylum,  ftiall  bring  with  them  certificates  of  their  fettlement. 


STATE  OF  THE  ASYLUM. 

On  the  firft  day  of  January,  1777,  the  houfe  was  opened  for 
the  reception  of  patients,  fmce  which  time,  to  the  Sth  day  of  Au- 
guft,  1795,  983  infane  perfons  have  been  admitted. 


Admitted  fince  the  beginning  - -  -  983 

Cured  — —  - — --  * -  4^4- 

/  4  :  J  a  A  » 

Relieved  — —  — —  — —  23* 

Incurable,  and  removed  by  defire  of  their  friends  — —  103 

Died  -  -  -  8 1 


Remain  in  the  houfe,  40  men,  and  43  women,  among  whom 
arc  2.8  very  poor  perfons  at  reduced  prices,  who  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  a  confiderable  fum,  annually  arifingfrom  the  en¬ 
larged  payments  of  a  few  patients  in  eafy  circumftances. 

•  '  y  •  ,  *  •  k  *  .  v  v  ;  ’  ‘  ' 

933 


THE  COUNTY  HOSPITAL 

Is  fituated  out  of  Monk-Bar,  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of 
the  city.  Its  firft  inftitution  was  in  the  year  1740,  by 
a  legacy  of  500I.  given  by  the  will  of  Lady  Elizabeth 
Haftings,  and  fince  raifed  and  fupported  by  the  bene¬ 
factions  or  annual  contributions  of  well-difpofed  perfons. 

It  is  a  ipacious  building,  neatly,  but  not  fuperfluoufly 
ornamented,  and  very  well  adapted  to  the  humane  pur- 
pofe  for  which  it  was  raifed.  It  extends  a  front  of  7$ 
feet  in  length  to  the  ftreet,  and  meafures  90  feet  in  depth, 
inclofing  a  court  of  26  feet  4  inches  by  35  feet.  The 
whole  confifts  of  three  floors ;  the  firft  of  which  is  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  offices  neceflary  to  the  hofpital ;  the  fe- 
cond  is  divided  into  two  large  wrards,  one  for  male  and 

and 


64 


THE  YORK  GUIDE, 

the  other  for  female  patients,  each  containing  feventeen 
beds,  and  to  thefe  are  annexed  bed-rooms  for  the  re- 
fpedlive  nurfes.  The  third  floor  confifts  of  two  wards, 
one  for  men,  the  other  for  women,  each  containing  twelve 
beds,  and  accommodations  as  before  mentioned  for  the 
nurfes,  together  with  a  theatre,  lighted  from  above,  for 
the  performance  of  furgical  operations.  livery  ward  is 
furnilhed  with  a  necefiary-houfe,  from  which  effectual 

■  .  ’  v  $  '  ’  ’  ’ 

care  is  taken  to  convey  all  olfenfive  fmell ;  and  indeed,  in 
every  refpedl,  fo  much  attention  is  paid  to  deanlinefs, 
that  from  this  Angle  circumltance  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  many  patients  have  derived  eflentia!  benefit. 

This  excellent  charity  is  entirely  dependent  upon  the 
benevolence  of  the  public  for  its  maintenance,  and  the 
government  of  it  is  veiled  in  fuch  perfons  as  contribute 
to  its  fupport.  A  donation  of  20I.  or  an  annual  contri¬ 
bution  of  2I.  conliitutes  a  Governor,  who  is  entitled  to 
vote  in  a  court,  by  which  all  affairs  relative  to  the  houfe 
are  regulated,  and  by  whom  trullees  are  chofen,  whofe 
concurrence,  in  a  feparate  court,  is  neceflary  to  give 
force  to  many  refolutions  of  the  governors. 

Nothing  can  better  demonllrate  the  infinite  utility  of 
this  Hofpital,  than  the  following  Hate  of  the  patients, 
who  have  been  admitted  fince  its  foundation  in  1740. 


Patients  admitted  from  April  4,  1740,  to  May  1,  1795.  33259 


Cured  »  —  — — 

-  — —  24588 

Relieved  — — » 

—  5S87 

Incurable  - 

— —  - -  1434 

Difcharged  for  irregularity,  &c. 

—  3S4 

Died  — 

— —  851 

KQ'Vv  under  cure  — — 

— ~  - - -  I  15 

• - ’33*59 

THE 
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THE  RACE  COURSE 

IS  fituated  about  a  mile  from  York,  on  a  large  plain 
called  Knavefmire :  It  is  a  dead  flat,  and  in  many  places 
very  moift,  yet  by  building  arches  and  draining,  where  it 
was  proper,  it  is  made  as  convenient  for  this  diverfion 
as  is  requifite.  The  form  of  the  race  courfe  is  that  of  a 
horfe-fhoe,  the  company  in  the  middle  and  on  the  fcaf- 
folds  never  lofing  fight  of  t  he  horfes ;  for  which  rea- 
fons  it  has  acquired  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
belt  horfe-courfes  in  England.  The  whole  has  of  late 
been  much  improved  by  widening  and  levelling  where 
neceflary. 

In  the  year  1753  the  fpirit  of  horfe-racing  had  per¬ 
vaded  every  part  of  this  country,  and  the  refort  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  to  York  during  the  races,  was  at  that 
time  fo  confiderable,  that  a  fubfcription  was  opened  by 
them  for  erecting  a  Grand  Stand  on  Knavefmire,  for  the 
purpofe  of  conveniently  feeing  the  horfes  run.  A  confi¬ 
derable  fum  of  money  being  raifed,  a  building  proper 
for  the  purpofe  was  accordingly  defigned  and  erected  by 
Mr.  Carr,  the  architect,  and  was  completed  in  the  year 
1 754-  Cn  the  ground  floor  are  convenient  offices  and 
rooms  for  the  entertainment  of  company;  above,  on 
the  fecond  floor,  is  a  large  room  for  the  company  to 
meet  in,  which  is  furrounded  by  a  projecting  miranda 
(with  a  balluftrade  before  it)  upwards  of  200  feet  in  length, 
fupported  by  a  rufticated  arcade  13  feet  high  above  ground, 
from  which  miranda  the  company  can  command  a  profpedt 
of  the  whole  race-ground.  The  goal  is  a  ftone  rotunda, 
erected  near  the  ftand,  for  the  convenience  of  the  triers, 

or  perfons  appointed  to  obferve  and  decide  in  what  order 
the  horfes  pafs  it. 


ARCH- 
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ARCHBISHOP’S  PALACE  at  BISHOP- 

THORPE. 

At  a  pleafant  village,  nearly  three  miles  from  York,  is 
a  magnificent  palace,  built  for  the  refidence  of  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  this  province. 

It  was  built  by  Walter  Gray,  archbifhop,  but  the  houfe 
has  undergone  feveral  reparations  by  fucceeding  arch- 
bifhops.  The  gardens,  contiguous  to  the  palace,  were  al- 
moll  wholly  laid  out  at  the  charge  of  archbifhop  Sharp  ;■ 
and  the  houfe  received  great  alterations  in  the  hall,  dining¬ 
rooms,  &c.  at  the  expence  of  the  late  archbifhop  Dawes. 
Archbifhop  Gilbert  altered  the  windows  in  the  large 
dining-room,  laid  the  floor  in  the  hall  with  Roche  Abbey 
flone  and  black  marble  ,  repaired  the  flair-cafe  in  the 
hall,  and  ornamented  the  walls  and  ceiling,  likewife  the 
old  drawing-room  above  flairs, — now  the  library  of  the 
prefent  archbifhop,  Dr.  Markham.  Archbifhop  Drum¬ 
mond  (Dr.  Markham’s  predecefTor)  made  the  mofl  con= 
fiderable  improvements :  he  built  the  flables,  coaeh-houfes, 
brew-houfe,  &c.  in  the  year  1763,  and  in  the  autumn  of 
the  fame  year  were  laid  the  foundations  of  the  gateway 
and  porter’s  lodge,  which  were  finifhed  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  17 65.  In  1766,  the  addition  to  the  palace  was 
begun,  confifling  of  a  hall  for  fervants,  butler’s  pantry, 
large  drawing-room,  veflibule,  and  audience-room  j 
the  drawing-room  and  veflibule  are  finifhed  with  great 
tafle  in  the  Gothic  or  rather  Norman  architecture. 
Thefe  rooms,  with  the  elegant  front  and  portico,  were 
finifhed  in  the  year  1769.  In  the  drawing-room  is  a  well- 
finifhed  chimney-piece  of  Statuary  and  Sienna  marble  ; 
and  in  1769  was  fixed,  in  the  befl  dining-room,  the 
grand  Doric  columned  chimney-piece  of  veined  marble, 
with  the  ornaments  above  it.  Many  alterations  were 
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made  about  this  period  in  the  lodging-rooms :  The  kit¬ 
chen-garden,  pleaiure-ground,  &c.  were  completed  in 
the  year  1767.  Dr.  Drummond  alio  beautified  the  chapel, 
by  adding  windows  of  ftained  glafs,  the  workmanfhip 
of  the  late  Mr.  Peckitt,  of  York. 


Having  fulfilled  our  defign  in  defcribing  fuch  objects 
as  are  more  particularly  deferving  the  attention  of  the 
curious,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  this  city  is 
in  no  degree  inferior  to  any  in  the  kingdom,  in  refpedl  to 
fuch  conveniences  as  are  neceffary  in  every  town. 

The  market-places,  of  which  there  are  two,  (the  Pave¬ 
ment  and  Thurfday-market)  are  fpacious,  and  in  every 
refpetl  convenient.  In  the  Pavement  is  kept  a  daily 
market  for  vegetables,  &c.  The  crofs  is  a  fquare  with 
a  dome,  afcended  into  by  winding  flairs,  and  fupported  by 
twelve  pillars  of  the  Ionic  order.  It  was  eredted  in  1672, 
by  Marmaduke  Rawdon,  a  merchant  in  London,  but  a 
native  of  York.  The  other  is  ufed  on  the  Saturday  as 
a  fhambles,  to  which  the  country  butchers  have  free  re¬ 
fort.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  market-place  ftands  a  crofs, 
built  in  1705,  for  the  ftielter  of  the  market-people  in  bad 
weather;  it  is  a  plain  but  elegant  ftruclure. 

In  charitable  inftitutions  the  city  of  York  is  in  no  part 
excelled;  a  particular  attention  being  paid  to  the  infant 
poor.  There  are  two  charity-fchools,  in  one  of  which  75 
boys,  in  the  other  40  girls,  are  educated,  clothed,  and  af¬ 
terwards  apprenticed:  A  confiderable  number  of  Sunday- 
fchools  have  been  likewife  let  on  foot  on  the  moft  lau¬ 
dable  principles,  and  are  ftriking  charatleriftics  of  the 
difpofition  of  the  inhabitants. 


York 
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York  has  not  only  to  boafl  of  the  above  excellent 
charities,  but  likewife  a  Difpenfary,  for  adminiftering  re¬ 
lief  to  the  difeafed  poor.  In  the  month  of  March,  1788, 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  refident  in  York,  came  to 
the  refolution  of  eftablifhing  a  public  Difpenfary  in  that 
city.  They  the  more  willingly  engaged  in  the  under¬ 
taking,  from  a  full  conviction  that  they  fhould  receive 
the  fupport  of  many  charitable  and  weli-difpofed  perfons 
in  the  profecution  of  fo  laudable  a  deflgn.  Their  views 
and  expectations  have  not  been  fruflrated;  and  it  is  with 
peculiar  fatisfadtion  that  we  can  fay,  that  6560  difeafed 
poor  have  been  relieved  by  their  bounty,  as  will  appear 
from  the  following  general  report  from  March  28,  1788, 
to  March  28,  1795  ;  of  which  number  a  great  many  have 
been  viuted  at  their  own  houfes,  and  fupplied  with  food 
as  well  as  medicine. 

Patients  admitted  ~— 

'  difcharged  cured  — 

1  •  — — - — relieved  and  time  expired 

— — - —  ?n  curable  — 

- - - -  for  irregularity 

- - - - — - - -  as  an  improper  cbje£l 

— - —  died  — 

remaining  under  cure  — 

This  charity  is  chiefly  fupported  by  the  annual  contri¬ 
butions  of  the  wealthy  part  of  the  inhabitants; — there 
being  as  yet  only  250k  fubfcribed  as  a  fund  for  its  fupport. 

The  city  is  in  circumference  two  miles  and  almoft 
three  quarters :  It  is  furrounded  with  walls,  which  are 
made  commodious  for  walking  on,  having  an  agreeable 
profpedfc  of  both  town  and  country. 

rour  principal  gates,  or  bars,  and  five  poflerns  com- 
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pofe  the  entrances  into  the  city,  viz.  Micklegate-Bar  to 
the  fouth-weft,  which  is  a  truly  noble  entrance,  and  {till 
bears  the  marks  of  that  antiquity  which  few  in  the  king¬ 
dom  can  boaft  of ;  it  is  adorned  with  lofty  turrets,  and 
handfomely  embattled ;  over  the  arch  hangs  a  large  fhield 
with  the  arms  of  France  painted  and  gilt;  on  each  fide 
are  two  leffer  with  the  arms  of  the  city  on  them.  The 
age  of  the  prefent  ftru£ture  cannot  be  afeertained;  but 
it  is  obfervable  that  the  Jleurs  de  Its  in  the  royal  arms  are 
not  confined  to  the  number  three,  which  puts  it  out  of 
doubt  that  they  were  placed  there  before  the  time  of 
Henry  V.  as  he  was  the  fir  ft  who  gave  that  peculiar 
number  to  the  bearing: — Bootham-Bar  to  the  north- weft; 
the  ftrutlure  of  this  port  is  very  ancient,  being  almofh 
wholly  built  of  grit,  but  wants  that  fymmetry  fo  very 
confpicuous  in  the  arch  in  Micklegate-Bar: — Monk-Bar 
to  the  north-eaft,  and  Walmgate-Bar  to  the  fouth-eaft, 
are  built  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  others ;  towards  the 
foundations  are  fome  large  blocks  of  grit,  but  the  arches, 
&c.  are  modern.  The  pofterns  are  North-ftreet,  Skelder- 
gate,  Caftlegate,  Fifhergate,  and  Layerthorpe ;  which, 
with  the  bars,  encircle  the  whole  city. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  churches  in  York:— - 


All  Saints,  Pavement, 

All  Saints,  Nortbjireet , 

St.  C#ux, 

St.  Cuthbert's, 

St.  Dennis, 

St.  Helen’s, 

St.  John’s, 

St.  Laurence, 

St.  Martin’s,  Coneyjireet , 
St.  Michael-ie-Belfrey, 

St.  Mary’s,  Cajilegate , 

St.  Michael’s,  Spurriergate , 


St.  Martin’s,  Micklegate , 
Bilhophill  the  Elder, 
Bifhophill  the  Younger, 
St.  Maurice, 

St.  Margaret’s, 

St.  Olave’s, 

St.  Saviour’s, 

St.  Sampfon’s, 

Chrift  Church, 

Trinity,  Geodr amgaie. 
Trinity,  Micklegate . 
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The  only  churches  which  can  boaft  any  thing  worth 
the  attention  of  the  curious,  are  St.  Mary’s,  Caftlegate, 
remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  its  fpire;  St.  Margaret’s, 
Walmgate,  which  has  a  mo  ft  extraordinary  porch  or  en¬ 
trance,  curioully  adorned  with  all  the  figns  of  the  Zodiac 
and  other  hieroglyphics;  and  laftly,  the  church  of  All 
Saints,  Pavement,  the  north  fide  of  which  was  built  al- 
moft  wholly  out  of  the  ruins  of  Eboracum  ;  the  tower 
or  fteeple  is  an  exquifitef  piece  of  Gothic  architecture ; 
the  top  is  finifhed  lantern-wife.  Tradition  allures  us, 
that  anciently  a  large  lamp  hung  in  it,  which  was  lighted 
iip  the  night-time,  as  a  mark  for  travellers  to  aim  at  in 
their  paffage  over  the  immenfe  foreft  of  Galtres  to  York. 
The  pulley  is  ftiil  ftiewn  in  the  fteeple,  on  which  it  is 
faid  to  have  hung. 

Population ,  &c.—c(  In  order  to  find  the  number  of  inha¬ 
bitants  in  any  place,  where,  either  from  its  bulk,  or  other 
reafons,  a  numerical  furvey  cannot  be  obtained,  two  me¬ 
thods  may  be  made  ufe  of.  The  llrft  is,  multiplying  the 
number  of  houfes  by  rhe  medium  of  inhabitants  in  each. 
The  fecond  is,  one  recommended  by  Monft  Mohean,  in  a 
work,  entitled  ci  Recherches  et  Gonfi derations  fur  la  Popular 
tion  de  la  France.”  He  found,  by  very  laborious  calcula¬ 
tions,  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  may  be  known  by  the 
births,  the  latter  being  to  the  former  as  nearly  i  to  27. 

€C  By  an  account  given  in  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
March,  1781,  the  number  of  houfes  in  York  fubjedt  to  the 
new  houfe-tax  was  2285 :  If  to  thefe  be  added  fuch  as  are 
too  fmall  to  come  under  the  tax,  which  may  probably 
amount  to  one-third  more,  the  total  of  the  houfes  in  York 
will  be  about  3000.  This  number  multiplie  1  by  4  which 
is  nearly  the  medium  of  people  in  a  houfe,  gives  12750 
for  the  number  of  inhabitants. 

Ci  By  the  fecond  rule  we  have  12,798  for  the  number  of 
inhabitants,  which  is  the  refult  of  474,  the  average  of 

annual 
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annual  births,  multiplied  by  27.  The  remarkable  coin¬ 
cidence  of  thefe  methods  of  calculation  makes  it  very  pro¬ 
bable,  that  if  we  eftimate  the  number  of  inhabitants  at 
12,800,  we  (hall  not  be  very  far  from  the  truth*.” 

Improvements . — The  city  of  York  has  been  much  im¬ 
proved  within  a  few  years  palt.  The  ftreets  have  been 
widened  in  many  places,  by  taking  down  a  number  of 
old  houfes  built  in  fuch  a  manner  as  almoft  to  meet  in 
the  upper  ftories,  by  which  the  fun  and  air  were  nearly 
excluded  in  the  ftreets  and  lower  apartments.  They  have 
alfo  been  new  paved,  additional  drains  made,  and  by  the 
prefent  method  of  conducting  the  rain  from  the  houfes, 
are  become  much  drier  and  cleaner  than  before.  The 
corporation  intend  to  apply  for  an  aCt  of  parliament  to 
empower  them  to  widen  the  paflage  over  Oufe-bridge,  it 
being  rendered  difficult  by  the  great  concourfe  of  people 
continually  palling.  The  ereClion  of  the  locks,  about 
four  miles  below  the  city,  has  been  a  great  advantage  to 
it  ;  for,  before  this,  the  river  was  frequently  very  low, 
leaving  quantities  of  fludge  and  dirt  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  city,  alfo  the  filth  and  mud  of  the  common  fewers, 
which  it  was  unable  to  wafti  away.  The  lock  has  effec¬ 
tually  prevented  this  for  the  future,  by  the  river  being 
kept  always  high,  broad,  and  fpacious.  In  1793,  a  fub- 
fcription  of  25000I.  was  railed  for  rendering  the  Fofs  na¬ 
vigable:  This  river  had,  for  many  years,  been  a  nuifance 
to  the  city;  but  by  this  undertaking,  it  is  not  only  made 
ferviceable  to  the  country  through  which  it  runs,  but 
contributes  to  the  falubrity  as  well  as  beauty  of  York. 

F  2  *  In 

*  So  fays  the  late  Dn  White,  in  his  “  Eftimate  of  the  Population  of 
York;”  yet  we  ftiould  doubt  the  propriety  of  calculating  by  either  of 
thele  methods,  when  we  are  certain  that,  in  inclement  feafons  for  fome 
years  paft,  upwards  of  6000  individuals  have  received  relief  from  public 
fubfcriptions,  & c.  for  which,  much  to  its  honour,  this  city  always  ftands 
moft  forward. 
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In  the  above  improvements,  in  others  that  are  intended 
to  take  place,  in  the  care  and  expence  neceffary  to  keep 
in  proper  repair  the  public  walks  about  the  city,  the  raa- 
giftrates  have  exerted  much  fpirifc,  and  have  added  to  the 
health  as  well  as  confulted  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants. 

Government  of  the  City.. — York  is  governed  by  a  lord- 
mayor,  a  recorder,  two  city  counfel,  twelve  aldermen,  two 
fherifts,  twenty-four  affiflants,  feventy-two  common-coun- 
cilmen,  and  fix  chamberlains. 

•  The  Lord-Mayor  is  chofen  annually  from  the  number 
of  aldermen,  who  are  not  impeded  by  age  or  ficknefs,  or 
who  have  not  been  twice  mayor,  or  borne  that  office 
within  fix  years,  and  are  thought  to  be  every  way  quali¬ 
fied  to  undertake  the  duty.  The  office,  ceafes  annually 
on  the  3d  of  February.  The  mayor  of  York  afiumes  the 
title  of  lord  in  all  writing  or  fpeaking  to  him;  this  ho¬ 
nour  was  bellowed  on  him  by  Richard  II.  It  is  a  place 
of  great  trull  and  honour  ;  and,  if  ufed  to  its  full  extent, 
he  is  very  near  an  abfolute  governor  within  his  diltribl. 
Perfons  of  what  quality  foever,  living  or  refiding  within 
the  liberties,  mull  obey  his  mandate  Or  fummons  on  any 
complaint  exhibited  againll  them.  The  judge  of  affize 
fits  on  his  right-hand  in  the  courts  of  jullice,  himfelf 
keeping  the  chair ;  neither  does  he  drop  the  enfigns  of 
his  authority  to  any  but  the  king  himfelf,  or  the  prefurnp~ 
live  heir  to  the  crown.  At  the  feffions  of  peace -he  is  fti- 
preme,  being  always  a  jullice  of  the  peace  and  one  of  the 
quorum.  In  council  he  has  a  calling  voice ;  and  in  full  fe- 
nate  no  law  nor  a£l  can  be  made  without  his  concurrence-. 

The  Recorder  is,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  a  jullice  of  the 
peace  and  of  the  quorum.  He  fits  at  the  lord-mayor’s 
right  hand  as  an  affillant  to  him  and  the  bench.  He  is 
chofen  by  the  whole  corporation,  but  mull  be  approved 
of  by  his  majelly  before  he  can  enter  on  his  office.  Be-* 

fides 


“THE  YOB K  GUIDE. 


73 


Tides  the  recorder,  there  are  two  other  counfel  affigncd  the 
lord-mayor,  called  the  City  Counfel ,  who  are  alfo,  in  virtue 
of  their  offices,  jultices  of  the  peace  and  of  the  quorum. 

The  Aldermen  are  chofen  from  the  more  refpedfable 
clafs  of  citizens,  and  that  eleftion  is  generally  confined 
to  thofe  who  have  fined  for,  orferved  the  office  of  Iheriff: 
the  fine  for  exemption  from  this  office  is  generally  200I. ; 
but  when  a  citizen  is  chofen  alderman,  and  refufes  to 
(land,  he  is  ufually  fined  at  the  difcretion  of  the  court. 

The  Sheriffs  are  chofen  annually  on  the  21ft  of  Septem¬ 
ber.  They  have  a  double  function,  minifterial  and  judi¬ 
cial.  By  the  firft  they  execute  all  proceffies  and  precepts 
of  the  courts  of  law,  and  make  returns  of  the  fame  ;  and 
by  the  next  they  have  authority  to  hold  feveral  courts  of 
a  di  Hindi  nature.  They  collect  all  public  profits,  cuitoms, 
and  taxes  of  the  city  and  county  of  the  fame.  They  have 
the  charge  of  all  prifoners  for  debt  or  mifdemeanors. 
They  view  and  infpedl  all  heights,  meafures,  3cc.  vifit  the 
markets,  ride  the  fairs,  and  are  anfwerable  to  the  king's 
exchequer  for  all  ifi'ues  and  profits  arifing  from  the  office. 

Befide  thefe  are  a  number  of  citizens,  who,  having  palled 
the  office  of  Iheriff,  become  part  of  the  privy-council,  and, 
with  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  Iheriffs,  compofe  the 
Upper  Ho ufe.  They  are  called  the  Twenty-four ,  though 
they  may  be  more  or  lefs  than  that  number. 

The  laid,  though  not  leall  in  authority,  are  a  body  of  men 
drawn  from  the  junior  or  middling  clafs  of  citizens,  in 
number  72,  and  called  the  Common  Council  of  the  city. 
They  are  chofen  out  of  the  four  wards,  viz.  Micklegate 
Ward,  Bootham  Ward,  Monk  Ward,  and  Walmgate  Ward. 
They  are  eighteen  in  each  ward,  whole  fenior  prefides  in 
his  own,  but  have  a  foreman  or  fpeaker  for  the  whole, 
who  is  eledled  annually.  They  reprefent  the  whole  com¬ 
monalty  of  the  city;  and  are  at  all  times  to  be  attending 
'•  upon 
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lipon  the  lord-mayor  and  aldermen,  when  fummoned,  to 
advife  and  confult  the  public  weal  and  good  of  the  city. 

’The  Chamberlains  were  formerly  twelve,  ten,  or  eight 
In  number;  but  for  feveral  years  pad  their  number  has 
been  no  more  than  fix.  The  principal,  or  lord-mayor’s 
chamberlain,  receives  from  the  city’s  deward  the  rents 
Collected  by  him,  and  all  other  profits  accruing  from 
fines,  enfranchifements,  charitable  bequeds,  See. ;  of  all 
thefe  he  keeps  an  exadl  account,  and  has  an  order 
or  draught  figned  by  the  lord-mayor  for  each  difburfe- 
ment.  The  other  five  have  little  more  to  do  than  to  pay 
their  money,  and  contribute  to  the  expence  of  the  treat.— 
Perhaps  it  would  add  to  the  well-earned  reputation  which 
the  prefent  members  of  the  corporation  have  acquired,  if 
this  office  were  wholly  aboli&ed. 

The  Po%vn-clerk  is  elected  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
recorder,  and  mud,  like  him,  have  the  approbation  of  the 
king  before  he  enters  on  his  office,  which  is  of  the  greated 
trad,  as  well  as  profit,  in  the  gift  of  the  corporation. 

Members  of  Parliament . — The  members  for  the  city  are 
Sir  William  Mordaunt  Milner,  Bart,  and  Richard  Slater 
Milnes,  Efq.— For  the  county,  William  Wilberforce  and 
Henry  Dunccmbe,  E-fqrs. 

P he  Torkjhire  Pontine . — This  fociety  was  edablifhed  in 
York  in  the  year  1790.  The  inhabitants  of  the  city  and 
county,  and  various  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  being 
perfuaded  of  the  benefit  and  utility  of  railing,  by  weekly 
contributions,  a  capital,  to  accumulate  for  the  term  of 
feven  years,  and  afterwards  to  be  divided  in  due  propor¬ 
tion,  did,  in  confequence  of  fundry  advertifements  pub- 
liffied  in  the  York  and  other  newfpapers-  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  half-year,  become  contributors  to  a  capital  to  be 
yaifed  and  applied  accordingly,  under  the  title  of  u  the 
Yorkshire  tontine.”  In  the  month  of  O&ober,  1790, 
the  time  limited  for  entering  the  names  of  contributors, 
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it  appeared  that  upwards  of  46500  {hares  were  fubfcribed 
for.  This  is  a  certain  indication  that  the  plan  was  gene¬ 
rally  well  received ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  it 
will  doubtlefs  be  of  infinite  fervice  to  immenfe  numbers 
of  people,  particularly  thofe  in  the  inferior  cladfes  of  fo- 
ciety,  for  whofe  advantage  Tontines  of  this  defcription 
feern  chiefly  calculated. 

Fairs. — There  are  a  great  many  fairs  kept  yearly  in  York 
and  the  fuburbs,  to  the  great  benefit,  not  only  of  the  citi¬ 
zens,  but  of  the  county  in  general.  Three  fairs  are  held 
without  Bootham-Bar,  within  the  fuburbs,  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  city,  on  a  plot  of  ground  called  the  Horfe-fair, 
for  all  forts  of  cattle,  viz.  on  Whitfun-Monday,  Old  St. 
Peter’s  day,  and  Old  Lammas  day.  At  the  latter  fair, 
from  three  o’clock  on  the  nth  of  Augufl,  to  the  fame 
hour  on  the  13th,  the  fheriffs’  authority  of  arrefling  any 
perfon  within  the  city  and  fuburbs  is  fufpended,  the  arch- 
bifhop’s  bailiff  or  fubflitute  having  the  only  power  of 
executing  any  judicial  procefs  at  that  time. 

Palmfun  Fair — Is  always  held  on  Thurfday  before 
Palm-funday,  in  the  flreets  of  Walmgate,  Fofsgate,  Col- 
fiergate,  and  Pavement,  for  all  forts  of  cattle. 

All-Souls'  Fair — Is  held  in  the  above  flreets  on  the  13th 
of  November  yearly,  for  cattle. 

Martinmas  Fair. — This  fair  is  always  kept  in  the  flreets 
aforefaid,  on  the  22d  of  November  annually.  In  the 
Pavement  are  held  the  flatutes  for  hiring  fervants,  of  whom 
there  is  always  great  plenty. 

Candlemas  Fair — Is  held  as  above,  on  the  Thurfday  and 
Friday  before  Old  Candlemas  day,  for  all  forts  of  cattle. 

St.  Luke's  Fair — Is  held  in  Micklegate  on  Old  St.  Luke’s 
day.  for  all  forts  of  fmall  wares.  It  is  commonly  called 
Difb  Fair ,  from  the  quantity  of  difhes,  & c.  brought  to  it. 

Befide  thefe,  are  two  fairs  for  horfesheld  on  Monday  in 
the  Augufl  race-week,  and  Monday  in  the  firfl  whole  week 

before 
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before  Chrifimas.  There  are,  likewife,  fairs  held  every 
other  Thurfday  for  horned  cattle,  &c. 

Line  Fairs.  —Saturday  before  Old  Candlemas-day;  Sa¬ 
turday  before  Old  Lady-day*,  Whitfun-Monday  *,  Old 
St.  Peter’s  day;  Old  Lammas-day;  Saturday  before  Old 
Michaelmas ;  Saturday  before  Old  Martinmas,  and  Satur¬ 
day  before  Chriflmas-day. 

Banks.’*—  Crompton,  Gray,  and  Eaton,  in  Newflreet 
Garforth,  Raper,  Swann,  Clough,  and  Swann,  in  Spur- 
riergate  and  Wilfon,  Smith,  Iiartleyj  Tweedy,  and 
Oldfield,  in  High-Qufegate. 

Principal  Inns. — The  Black-Swan,  in  Coneyflreet,  kept 
by  Mr.  Ambrofe  Batty ;  the  George,  in  Coneyflreet,  by 
Mr.  William  Winn ;  Ringrofe’s  Inn  (late  Bluitt’s),  in 
Blakeftreet,  by  Mr.  John  Ringrofe ;  and  the  York  Ta¬ 
vern,  by  Mr,  Francis  Pulleyn. 

Principal  I?ms  for  Travellers. — The  Black  Bull,  in 
Thurfday-market,  kept  by  Mr.  John  Bickers ;  the  Ele¬ 
phant  and  Caflle,  in  Skeldergate,  by  Mrs.  Tamar  Winfor; 
the  Falcon,  in  Micklegate,  by  Mr,  George  Smithfon  ; 
the  George  and  Dragon,  the  bottom  of  Pavement,  by  Mr* 
Francis  Elgin;  the  Golden  Lion,  in Thurfday-Market,  by 
Mr.  John  Sellers;  the  Old  Sand-hill,  in  Colliergate,byMrs<» 
Tabitha  Cawood  ;  the  Red  Lion,  near  Monk-Bar,  by 
Mrs.  Plannah  Pearfon;  Robin  Hood,  in  Cafllegate,  by  Mr. 
William  Cartwright ;  Star-Inn,  in  Stonegafe,  by  Mrs. 
Mary  Flower;  the  White  Horfe,  in  Coppergate,  by  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Rofcoa ;  the  White  Swan,  in  Pavement,  by 
Mr.  John  Flardcaftle;  the  White  Swan  and  Sand-hill,  in 
Petergate,  by  Mrs  Ann  Watfon,  &c. 

Weekly  New '[papers.-- Monday ,  the  Y ork  Courant,  publifhed 
by  Mr.  George  Peacock,  in  Coneyflreet ;  Thurfday ,  the 
York  Chronicle,  by  Mr.  William  Blanchard,  in  Copper- 
gate  ;  and  on  Saturday ,  the  York  Herald,  by  Mr.  Jofeph 
Mawman,  in  High-Oufegate. 
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TIMES  OF  THE  SEVERAL  POSTS  COMING  TO,  AND  GOING 
FROM  THE  CITY  OF  YORK. 

Times  of  coming  in. 

Every  day — From  London,  and  all  parts  iouth  of  York,  about 

twelve  o’clock  at  night.- - N.  B.  No  letters  are  received  from 

London  on  Tuefdaj ,  bat  letters  for  all  parts  on  this  fide  thereof, 
are  forwarded  as  ufual. 

Every  day — From  Wetherby,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Halifax,  Rochdale, 
Manchefter,  Liverpool,  Skipton,  Settle,  Kirby-Lonfdale,  and 
Kendal,  at  half  pail:  ten  o’clock  at  night. — Boroughbridge,  Cat- 
terick,  Greta  Bridge,  Brough,  Penrith,  Carlifle,  Annan,  Dum¬ 
fries,  Sc c.  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  all  parts  of  Weftmoreland 
and  Cumberland,  at  half  pail  twelve  o’clock  at  night. 

Every  day — From  Eafingwold,  Thirfk,  Northallerton,  Darlington, 
Durham,  Newcaltle,  Northumberland,  Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
Edinburgh,  and  all  parts  north  of  that  city  about  ten  at  night. 

Every  day — From  Pocklington,  Market-Weighton,  Beverley,  Hull, 
Malton,  Whitby,  and  Scarborough,  about  nine  at  night. 

Sunday ,  Tuefday ,  and  Friday— From  Helm  (ley,  about  feven  o’clock 
at  night. 

Times  of  going  out. 

Every  day— For  London,  and  all  parts  South  of  York,  at  twelve  at 
night. — - — N.  B.  No  letters  fent  to  London  on  Friday ,  but  letters 
for  all  parts  on  this  fide  thereof,  are  forwarded  as  ufual. 

Every  day— For  Wetherby,  Skipton,  Settle,  Kirby- Lonfdale,  and 
Kendal  at  half  pad  nine  on  Sundays,  Wednefdays,  and  Fridays ; 
the  other  nights  at  tweiye.—Leeds,  Bradford,  Halifax,  Rochdale, 
Manchefter,  and  Liverpool  at  twelve. — Boroughbridge,  Catte- 
rick,  Greta-Bridge,  Erough,  Penrith,  Carlifie,  Annan,  Dumfries, 
See.  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  all  parts  of  Weftmoreland  and 
Cumberland  every  night  at  nine. 

Every  day —For  Eafingwold,  Thirfk,  Northallerton,  Darlington, 
Durham,  Newcaftle,  Northumberland,  Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
Edinburgh,  and  all  parts  North  of  that  city,  every  night  after  the 
arrival  of  the  mail-coach  from  London. 

t 

Every  day—Yov  Pocklington,  Market-Weighton,  Beverley,  Hull, 
Malton,  Whitby,  and  Scarborough,  every  night  after  the  arrival 
of  the  mail-coach  from  London. 
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Sunday,  'fluefday,  and  Friday — For  Helmfley  at  fix  o’clock  in  the 
morning. 

The  Poft-Office  is  fituate  next  houfe,  weft  of  the  Manfion-houfe  j 
Mr.  Thomas  Oldfield  is  the  poftmafter.  It  remains  open  until  half 
paft  ten  every  night,  when  letters  for  all  the  above  places  are  re¬ 
ceived,  after  which  the  bufinefs  of  the  office,  from  the  arrival  and 
departure  of  the  feveral  mails,  renders  it  impofiible  to  take  in  or 
deliver  letters  out  before  eight  in  the  morning,, 

A  LIST  OF  MAIL  AND  OTHER  COACHES, 

London — *The  Royal  Mail  Coach — Sets  out  every  night,  from  the 
York  Tavern,  at  iz  o’clock,  to  the  Bull  and  Mouth  Inn,  Bull 
and  Mouth-ftreet. 

London  Highflyer  Coach — Sets  out  every  morning  at  5  o’clock,  from 
the  York  Tavern,  arrives  at  the  White  Horfe,  Fetter-Lane,  next 
day  to  dinner. 

London  Ne<w  Pofl  Coach,  or  Mercury ,  (late  Paul  Jones') — Sets  out 
from  the  Black-Swan,  in  Coneyftreet,  every  morning  at  5 
o’clock,  and  arrives  at  the  Saracen’s-Head,  Snow-Hill,  next 
day  to  dinner. 

Newcaflle  and  Edinburgh  Mail — Every  night  from  the  York  Ta¬ 
vern,  after  the  arrival  of  the  South  Mail. 

Newcaflle  Light  Coach ,  or  Highflyer— Sets  out  alternately  from  the 
York  Tavern  and  Black-Swan,  every  morning  at  5  o’clock. 

Hull  Mail—  From  the  York  Tavern  every  night  after  the  arrival  of 
the  South  Mail. 

Hull  Coach— Sets  out  every  morning  at  6  o’clock  from  the  York 
Tavern,  and  White  Horfe  in  Coppergate,  alternately. 

Hull  Coach— Sets  out  every  afternoon  at  half  paft  one  o’clock,  from 
the  Black- Swan,  Coneyftreet,  Sundays  excepted. 

Leeds ,  Birmingham ,  and  Sheflield  Light  Coach — Sets  out  every  morn¬ 
ing  at  feven  o’clock,  from  the  York  Tavern  and  Black-Swaii 
alternately, 

Leeds  Coach — Sets  out  every  day  at  two  o’clock  from  the  Black- 
Swan,  Coneyftreet. 

Liverpool  Royal  Mail  Coach — Sets  out  from  the  York  Tavern  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  South  Mail. 
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Scarborough  and  Whitby  Mail  Coach — Sets  out  4  times  a  week  to  Scar¬ 
borough  and  3  to  Whitby,  after  the  departure  of  the  South  Mail, 
from  the  Black-Swan  and  York  Tavern  alternately. 

Scarborough  Coach — From  the  Black-Swah  in  Coneyftreet,  every 
morning  at  11  o’clock,  during  the  Scarborough  feafon. 

Harrogate  and  Knarejbro'  Diligence — Sets  out  from  the  While  Horfe 
in  Coppergate,  every  Tuefday,  Thurfday,  and  Saturday  at  fix 
o’clock,  during  the  fummer  feafon. 

RATES  OF  CHAIRMEN  AND  COACHMEN,  IN  THE  CITY 

OF  YORK, 

As  fettled  by  A3  of  Parliament , 

CHAIRS. 

For  every  fare  from  any  place  within  the  walls  of  the  city,  or 
liberty  of  St.  Peter's ,  to  any  place  within  the  fame ;  or  to  or  from 
the  Caftle  cf  York ,  or  from  any  place  without  any  bar  or  poftern  to 
any  place  without  the  fame  bar  or  poftern,  within  the  fuburbs  j  or 
from  any  place  within  the  walls  of  the  faid  city  or  liberty,  to  any 
place  without  any  bar  or  poftern  j  or  from  any  place  without  any 
bar  or  poftern,  to  any  place  within  the  faid  city  or  liberty  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  half  a  mile,  before  ten  at  night— Sixpence. 

The  fame  after  ten — One  /billing. 

And  if  any  of  the  fares  from  the  city  or  liberty  into  the  fub- 
iurbs,  or  from  the  fuburbs  into  the  city  or  liberty,  or  from  any 
part  of  the  fuburbs  to  any  other  part  of  the  fuburbs,  lhall  exceed 
half  a  mile,  before  ten — One  J hilling . 

The  fame  after  ten — One  /billing  andfixpence. 

For  waiting  and  carrying  (including  the  fare)  for  the  firft  hour 
before  ten — One  /hilling. 

And  for  every  hour  after,  before  ten — Sixpence. 

And  for  the  firft  hour  after  ten — One  /hilling  and  fixpence. 

And  for  every  hour  after— One  /hilling. 

U33  The  chairmen  may  be  obliged  to  ftop  as  often  as  the  per  foil 
carried  fhall  require,  fo  as  they  are  not  detained  above  ten  minutes 
m  a  fixpenny,  and  twenty  minutes  in  a  twelvepenny  fare. 
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COACHES. 

\ 

The  fare  of  every  coach  or  chaife  from  any  part  of  the  city, 
fuburbs,  or  liberty,  to  any  part  of  the  fame,  before  ten  at 

night —One  /hilling . 

For  the  like  after  ten — One  /billing  and  fixpence. 

For  the  or  ft  hour  waiting  before  ten  ’—One  Jhilling  and  fixpence. 

For  every  hour  after,  till  ten— -One /hilling* 

If  called  into  waiting  after  ten,  for  the  firffc  hour —Two  /hillings* 
For  every  hour  after — One  (hilling  and  fixpence. 


OMITTED  BEING  INSERTED  IN  THEIR  PROPER  PLACES. 

A/fembly  Rooms. —During  the  winter-feafon  are  12  lubfcription  con¬ 
certs,  which  ufually  commence  in  November.  Subfcription -tickets, 
not  transferable,  il.  is.  each.— —Nightly  tickets  to  non-fub- 
fcribers  3s.  each.  A  concert  and  a  ball  on  the  Wednefday  and 
Friday  evenings,  in  the  fpring  aftize-week,  towards  a  fund  to  carry 
*  on  future  winter-concerts.  A  ticket  at  the  allize-concert  6s.  which 
admits  the  bearer  both  nights.  There  are  four  benefit-concerts  in 
the  feafon,  viz.  'for  the  firft  violin,  the  hautboy-player,  the  vocal 
performer,  and  the  organift.  Befides  the  above,  there  are  conceits 
and  balls  during  the  races.  Ail  there  are  under  the  management 
and  direction  of  Mr.  Hudfon,  the  firft  violin  performer.  In  thefe 
rooms,  in  the  winter  feafon,  there  is  an  affembly  on  Monday  nights. 

There  is  alfo  an  AfTernbly-Room  without  Bootham-Bar,  which 
is  open  the  firft  Monday  in  May,  and  is  continued  every  Monday 
and  Friday  during  the  hummer  feafon. 

The  Theatre- Royal — •  Is  open  at  York  on  Tuefdays,  Thursdays, 
and  Saturdays,  from  the  beginning  of  February  to  the  middle  of 
May,  and  during  the  Summer- afilzes  and  Auguft  race-week.  The 
remainder  of  the  year  the  company  performs  at  Leeds,  Wakefield, 
Ponlefradt,  Doncafter,  and  Hull.  The  prices  of  tickets  are,  boxes  3s. 
pit  2S.  galleries  is.  6d,  and  is.  except  in  the  public  weeks,  when 
an  advance  of  6d.  is  made  on  each  ticket. 

Medicated  Baths.— Thefe  baths  are  fituated  in  Stonegate,  under 
the  direction  of  Theophilus  Davve  Garencieres,  Efq. 

THE  END, 
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